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District 5330’s 56 clubs are participating in a long 
term project with Odoworu Village in Uganda.    In an 
effort to reduce child mortality and increase the 
quality of life of all the 4,000 residents in the village,  
5330’s clubs are contributing to multiple projects 
including clean water, sanitation, medical and dental 
care, literacy, micro lending, agriculture, beekeeping 
and animal husbandry. 
 
The project was initially projected to last for at least 
four years; however, it may well be that it will be 
continued beyond that time frame since the needs are 
so basic.  Initial planning and feasibility studies began 
in the 2006-07 Rotary year with actual project 
initiation during the 2007-08 Rotary year.  This Rotary 
year, the projects have multiplied with two bore hole 
well drillings, rain harvesting, sanitation/latrine 
digging, mosquito net distribution, vision evaluations 

with eyeglass fittings and three eye surgeries scheduled 
and a shipment of 235 books and the building of a 
bookcase to initiate a literacy program in the school 
library.   
 
The needs of the village are total, requiring a staged, well 
planned approach.  More delivered highlights have 
included solar lighting for six homes, bio sand filters for 
3 recipients, 1,000 WHO approved mosquito bed nets 
beehives, drip water system, 900 “goodie bags” filled 
with school supplies and personal supplies, and the 
introduction of WAPIs for water solar purification. 
 
The following website shows a video of the village with 
an accompanying song that will inspire the viewer:  
http://picasaweb.google.com/dg0708/OduworoUganda?
authkey=LnF_DwttvFY#5161495807836972370 
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The following appeared in the December 10th, 2008 
edition of The Globe and Mail, one of Canada’s 
leading national newspapers: - by Andre Picard 
 
Injuries sustained in motor vehicle crashes, scalding 
burns, poisonings and the like kill more than 830,000 
children a year worldwide—the equivalent of the city of 
Ottawa being wiped out—according to a grim new 
report. 
 
Millions more children suffer non-fatal injuries that 
leave them physically and mentally disabled and saddle 
families with devastating treatment costs, says the study 
being released today by Unicef and the World Health 
Organization. 
 
“More must be done to prevent such harm to children”, 
said Ann Veneman, executive director of Unicef. 
 
She noted that poor children are particularly vulnerable 
to a broad range of calamities because they live in 
precarious situations and do not benefit from prevention 
programs.   
 
In fact, according to the 232-page World Report on 
Child Injury Prevention, at least half the childhood 
fatalities could be prevented with proven measures such 
as the use of seat-belts, childproof medicine bottles and 
regulating the temperature of hot-water heaters. 
 
“We can save lives relatively easily and cheaply”, said 
Etienne Krug, director of the department of injuries and 
violence prevention at the WHO. 
 
He noted that, globally, injuries are the leading cause of 
death in children after age 9, and said injury prevention 
must become an integral part of childhood health 
programs, just live vaccination. 
 
“It doesn’t make sense to vaccinate kids and then let 
them die of injuries when they get a little older”, Dr. 
Krug said. 
 
The report features a stark catalogue of the devastating 
impact of injuries: 

· Motor-vehicle crashes kill 260,000 children a 
year and injure about 10 million more, making 
them the leading cause of child disability. 

· Drowning kills more than 175,000 children a 
year and leaves three million more seriously 
injured; non-fatal drowning, because it often 
causes brain damage, is the most costly injury. 

· Burns kill nearly 96,000 children a year; the 
death rate is 11 times higher in poor countries 
than wealthy ones. 

· Falls kill nearly 47,000 children every year 
and leave hundreds of thousands more with 
serious injuries. 

· Poisoning accounts for some 45,000 childhood 
deaths annually. 

 
Other leading causes of injury, fatal and non-fatal, in 
children include homicide, war, animal bites, 
hypothermia and hyperthermia and natural disasters 
such as earthquakes. 
 
The report notes that wealthy countries like Canada 
have been able to reduce child-injury deaths by 
about half over the past three decades, but 
unintentional injuries still remain a major problem, 
accounting for about 40 per cent of all child deaths. 
 
In Canada, for example, about 390 children die each 
year of injuries; another 25,500 suffer injuries so 
serious that they need to be hospitalized. 
 
Editor’s note:  It seems that  part of the answer to 
the question “How do we reduce child 
mortality?” in the context of this article is to 
promote literacy and education for both children 
and adults.  In this way the dangers that lead to 
the deaths of children can be understood and, for 
the most part, avoided.  Also, people can then pull 
themselves out of poverty and rid themselves of 
the conditions that lead to lack of understanding 
and awareness. 
 
 
�
�



What do fourth-grade students at 
Anna Maria Elementary School on the 
west coast of Florida have in common 
with Rotarians?   

Thanks to the members of the Rotary 
Club of Anna Maria Island (D. 6960), 
the children at the community 
elementary school are learning all 
about The 4-Way Test and how to put 
it to very good use.  Each year, the 
club sponsors a writing contest for all 
grade four students, asking them to 
write either a story or an essay 
highlighting the practical importance 
of the tool we use to guide ethical 
behavior. 

At a recent club meeting, local and 
visiting Rotarians visited Anna Maria 
Elementary School, heard an update 
of the Rotary Reading Patch program, 

and listened to the winning piece of 
writing from the 2007-2008 school 
year. 

The winner wrote about a fictitious 
school bully and tease named Robert.  
Once he heard about The 4-Way Test 
questions and understood their power, 
he began to change his behavior 
toward other students and to 
demonstrate respect and empathy. 

�
After eating lunch with the fifth-grade 
students in the school cafeteria, the 
Rotarians toured the school and the 
grounds to view the peace garden in 
which the Rotary flag waves, the 
butterfly garden, and the new 
character garden.  This garden will 
eventually help students remember 
how important it is to show caring, 

trustworthiness, respect, 
responsibility, and integrity. 
 
A few Rotarians and guests visited 
the kindergarten classes where 
they presented to the children their 
Rotary Reading Patch sashes.  
This is their initiation into this 
program that was highlighted in 
the April 2008 North American 
Literacy newsletter. 
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For the past four winters Rotarians and 
friends from District 7070 (the greater 
Toronto area) have traveled to Kilema, 
a rural area of Tanzania northeast of 
Moshi at the foot of Mount 
Kilimanjaro.   
 
This rural community of about200,000 
people is very picturesque but quite 
poor.  The six work parties that have 
gone to Kilema over the years have 
applied their varied skills in many 
sweat equity projects in order to 
improve the quality of life for the 
people living in the area. 
 
Tanzanians speak Swahili but 
secondary education is taught in 
English.  Children have to pay to go to 
school which prevents many of the 

children from attending.  Many of the 
schools are in poor condition and 
overcrowding is the order of the day 
with classes of over 70 students. 
School projects in the past three years 
undertaken by Rotarians have 
included: 
 
· Building cookhouses for 

preparing school lunches; 
· Funding for and building 

latrines for 2 schools; 
· Establishing a fish pond for a 

vocational school; 
· Establishing a community 

garden at a secondary school to 
provide a better diet for 
children; 

· Funding for, building and 
renovating numerous 
classrooms; 

· Providing a knitting machine for a 
vocational school; 

· Starting a school bursary program 
· Giving school supplies and 

textbooks for 5 schools; 
· Running teacher-training 

workshops for English language 
improvement; 

· Teaching English by 
demonstration in a local school; 
and 

· Providing money for new latrines 
and showers for a vocational 
school. 

 
Literacy/education is one of the four key 
components of Rotarians’ work in the 
developing parts of the world and future 
work in this lovely part of the world will 
be focused on a longer, five-year plan 
driven by the local community 
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John Bendall, Zone 17 Literacy 
Coordinator, reports that the U.K. 
has many issues with people not 
being able to read or write as the 
following article shows: 
 
The CBI has published results of a 
new annual audit of the nation’s 
skills. The survey, 'CBI/Edexcel 
Education & Skills Survey 2008', 
examining 735 firms, employing 
1.7 million people between them. It 
identified skills gaps in the 
workplace and revealed the skills 
employers value the most.  
 
Two-fifths of employers had 
serious concerns about employees’ 
basic literacy and numeracy skills. 

On the literacy side, the main 
problems are not being able to 
write in sentences, spell correctly 
or use accurate grammar. On the 
numeracy side, the key issue is the 
inability to spot simple errors or 
rogue numbers.  
 
While most employers (63%) 
described staff in high skilled roles 
as ‘good’, fewer did so for those in 
intermediate level jobs (43%) and 
even fewer for lower skilled staff 
(35%).  
 
Poor basic skills have a serious 
impact on customer service 
according to two-fifths (40%) of 
employers, and lower productivity 

according to a third (34%). Both 
issues have damaging implications for 
business performance and around a 
quarter of employers are investing in 
remedial literacy and numeracy 
training.  
 
The CBI’s Deputy Director-General, 
John Cridland, said: "Being skilled is 
all the more important in an 
increasingly global economy, and our 
message to students is that your hard 
work to attain the right skills and 
good qualifications is essential to 
securing quality, well-paid jobs after 
school, college or university.”  
 
(CBI, 18 April 2008)  
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Printed here, as it was published in the Zone 11 February 
2009 Literacy newsletter, is an article describing a 
fundraising project to help clubs in their efforts to address 
the problem of illiteracy.  It was submitted for publication 
here by Jean-Claud Brocart, Zone 11 Literacy Coordinator. 
 
Dans le cadre de la lutte contre l’illettrisme, le District 
1700, a financé sous la gouvernance d’André Marty, 
l’achat de "Globes", c’est-à-dire des urnes de collecte 
publique de fonds, destinés à équiper les aéroports de 
la région.  
  
Cette idée, suggérée par le RC Pézenas et Elisabeth 
Delaygue-Bevan, (Présidente élue) a été mise en 
œuvre l’été dernier grâce à la forte implication du club 
héraultais et celle de divers Rotariens des clubs 
concernés par les implantations  
  
Ce type de Globes existe déjà dans les aéroports 
européens. L’idée est que les voyageurs quittant la 
zone E pourront laisser au passage devant  les urnes la 
monnaie dont ils n’ont plus l’usage, devenant de 
généreux donateurs.  
  
Les Globes, sur lesquels est apposée la roue du 

Rotary, précisent clairement en plusieurs langues que 
cette collecte est destinée à financer les actions de 
lutte contre l’illettrisme.  
Six lieux de collecte sont programmés au niveau du 
District. Trois "Globes" sont actuellement installés 
depuis plusieurs mois dans les halls des aéroports de 
Montpellier, Carcassonne et Béziers. Les opérations de 
collecte des fonds sont assurées par les Rotary Clubs 
Locaux.  
  
Selon l’importance des fonds recueillis et en fonction 
des demandes des Clubs, avec priorité pour ceux des 
villes sièges des "Globes", selon une périodicité en 
principe annuelle, il sera décidé par le Comité de 
District et sous la responsabilité du Gouverneur en 
fonction, de l’utilisation à donner à ces fonds qui en 
toute hypothèse, sont destinés exclusivement à la Lutte 
dont l’Illettrisme sous ses différents aspects. 
  
André MARTY, Responsable Lutte contre l’illettrisme 
District 1700 



;����
��
�������
�������������
�
�������������;�����
����������0���
�
�����
���������������������
2����#����0�/�
���
0�(���������
�����
�����

������&�
���(���
��0����
�
��������
�
��
����

����(����
��
<���
��1�������7$��
���
�=-=-8��
�
;�*����������
���
���0���������
���
*������
�������#����
�
�������������
�����
����

*�������
��>�������������
�
�*���
�
?�����������!
�����������������*��0?�
��������2��

�0�,=0�� ����������5����
���������@���

�����������������
��
��������
��
������

����
��0�����
��������

���
0��������*��������
��
����
����
����
�����
����
����,��������

�����1���


*����������

�
���:��
�����
�����������'������$��
���
�1��

��
2
���������
�����������
���������
�
�*���������

�� ��
������
����
��������
��������
�
?5���
��
���
�������
������7��
�8�,,�
�
����
�0?�2��

�������������	��
������

����������A-�����
�����
����������
����������
����
�
���������
�*�������������
���
���������

�
��
�*�0������������������
����
������
��#������
��������������������

�0��
�
������������#��0�2��

����#���
������
�����

��������&�����6��
����
���
����
�����#����������
��
�������
��
�����#���

������
����������������
0������������
?7��8�
������*���
���
������#��
���
�*��0�
����
��
����


�������
��

���0?�2��

���������;�����#�����
���
��
���
����
����
�����
��
�
����0�
����
����������
��������������
��
���
��
����
����B
��1��
���
����

*�����
����������
�
C
��
�
������4��������
��0�
�����������
���������0����
���
����
�����

���������
�
�����
�������
�����������������
��
���
�����<0�>����0����
����
����>������
5��
��
������ 
0������2��

�0���#���
�
���*����
������#������?;������������


������,--��

*�0?�2��

��������?+�
�

�
��*���������
��������
�
�
��
�����
��
��
������������
��
��
�������
���
����
�?��4�����������
�������

�
��
������#����
�
����*��

���
�����
�

*������
�������
�����������������0�
����������
�
;�����������

���*�������������������

�

����������������2��

�������
�������
���

�
���*���
������
�������������
��

;�����������������
������
��������������
����
��������
��������
#�����
���
���
���*�
���
���������������
�����������
���

*��
�������?7�
D�8����������
��������
��
��

���0?�2��

��������
�
	����(����
���2����0�����
�������
�

�����

����
��
���:��
����������������
'������$��
���
�1��

��2
���0������
��
��������������
��
���#���
�����?�
����#����
���
�
��
��
�����������

���#���#�������
���������*����0?����������
��
����
���
�
���D��4�����$
��������?2����������

�
��������
����������
���#���
���������
����
����
�
��
����������E
���

������
�
��
�����
��
����������
����

��0��������
�����

���������

������

���������?�
�
'���������
�������������������
�*��
������������
�������
������
������
������
��#����������
����������>������;���
1��������

����(������#��F�0---�

�����

�����
����������
���
��
��
����������


�����
������������&�������D��2

*�
1

�������
��

���2����#����������
�����
��$
�����(�������D��(����
������#�����
�
����������������
�*�0�2��

��������
�
;��������D���������
�
������3�������6,0�
�--G���
����

����������
�
���<���
��
2�����(�����0�,HH�I��

����+#����


�������
���
44�
7����3����������1�

���������3�������������������

���������	
����
����
����



The following article was submitted 
by Pierre-Louis Doucet, Europe Area 
Coordinator for Literacy: 
 
This is the story of French researchers 
in education who, in the eighties, 
realised how much children were 
dependent on their family environment 
in their access to literacy : children 
from educated families would get, 
from their parents, a consistent help 
that those from others were unable to 
get. The result was - and still is - that 
most of the latter group of children 
would fail in learning to read, write 
and count. 
 
Military figures have showed that 
more than 10 % of 18-year boys are 
complete illiterate, leading them to 
exclusion from society, a real “Time 
Bomb”. 
 
An experience was conducted, in a 
suburban town close to Paris, to bring 
help to children 6/7 years old. The 
success led a specific association 
called apfEE (“Association pour 
favoriser l’Egalité des Chances à 
l’Ecole”, an association to promote 
equal opportunities at school), to 
establish a method and create a 
structure to support an ambitious 
project, for a nation-wide action :  
“Coup de Pouce” (1)  
 
Years have passed, the project has 
been supported by governments, 
towns, leading firms in the country, 
foundations … and ROTARY 

CLUBS, and the results are 
convincing : more than 30 000 
children have been involved since the 
beginning (with more than 85 %  
“saved “ from illiteracy). The annual 
number is growing fast (900 in year 
2000, 9100 in 2008), and 241 cities are 
now concerned all over France.  
 
How does it work ? 
· at the beginning of the year, 

teachers detect the children who 
may have difficulties 

· they enroll them in “Coup de 
Pouce Clubs”  ( five children + 
a trainer), in agreement with 
parents (who commit 
themselves to show everyday 
interest in their children’s work, 
and by the fact take profit of the 
training), 

· those Clubs are free of charge 
for the parents, the trainer is 
paid by the city, the cost of a 
Club for the city is about 5000 
euros (6500 USD) a year, 

· the participants meet 4 times a 
week, from December to June, 
after school, for an hour and a 
half. They talk, read, write and 
play according to rules defined 
by “apfEE”. 

· apfEE approaches local 
authorities (towns and 
boroughs) to create Coup de 
Pouce Clubs (1820 Clubs in 
2008), trains and helps the 
trainers throughout the year, 
checks the efficiency at the end. 
apfEE gets financial resources 

from government subsidies and 
gifts from foundations, firms, 
Rotary Clubs… 

What can Rotarians do to participate  
 
· many Rotarians are personally 

involved  
· Rotary Clubs have contact with 

local authorities to help them 
create Coup de Pouce Clubs, 

· Rotary Clubs sponsor Coup de 
Pouce Clubs created in their towns, 

· Rotary Clubs raise funds (more 
than 325 000 USD in the last 
years). 

 
Conclusions 
· failure in reading ability shall 

produce adults who are unable to 
integrate society, 

· if we do not solve this problem, we 
will meet human, social, economic 
and political difficulties, as we 
already see,  

· it is one of the most important 
challenges our society has to face, 
and it concerns all countries, even 
the most advanced ones, 

· as state or local Departments of 
Education are not able to solve 
alone this problem,  “Coup de 
Pouce” offers an efficient 
solution, which can be 
reproduced on a big scale in 
most countries, for all languages, 
and at a low cost. 

   
 (1) “Coup de Pouce” may be translated as 
“Give a boost”. 
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General Coordinator:    Richard Hattwick       richardhattwick@bellsouth.net  
Assistant Coordinator:    Byung Rak Tak       takbr514@yahoo.co.kr 

Special Advisors 
Lynmar Brock          lbrock@brockco.com    David Fowler       dwfowler@waitrose.com 

Vince Walter          vcw@idirect.com 
          

Area Coordinators 
 

Asia:        Saowalak Rattanavich      s_rattanavich@hotmail.com  
South Pacific, South Asia: Marcelina Aurelio      lina@compass.com.ph 
Africa, parts of Europe :    Tony Serrano        rotary@briankahn.co.za 
Europe       Pierre-Louis Doucet      pl.doucet@orange.fr 
Central, South America:    Rosa de Vazquez       acevedob@prodigy.net.mx 
North America (US, Can.) Roger Hayward        rhayward@sympatico.ca  

Zone  Coordinator 

1 Toru Yano      yano.gov@kibounoie.or.jp 

2 Junzo Nakatani     (B) 81-761-220023 

3 Enju Takekoshi     takekoshi@sansyou.co.jp 

4 Chung-Hsien Lai     ri3480@ms28.hinet.net 

5 Rahul Timbadia     atim@vsnl.com 

6 B. R. Biswanath Setty     brvsetty@gmail.com 

7. Jaime Cura      jim_cura@yahoo.com 

7. a)  Ian Yarker     yarkerhi@onthenet.com.au 

(N/W Australia, Papua New Guinea, Timor Leste) 

8 John Glenn      johnval@bigpond.net.au 

9 Sung-Hee Nam     shnam@mail.dhc.ac.kr 

10 (Fr)  Tewfik Ghersi     tghersidz@yahoo.fr 

10 (Eng)  Douglas Kent     dkent@venturenet.co.za 

10  (Eur) Henrique Pinto    Henrique_pinto@hotmail.com 

10 (Africa) Kotb Soliman    solco@soficom.com.eg 

11 Jean-Claude Brocart     jc.brocart@free.fr 

12 Alessandro Marotta     marosan@libero.it 

13 Tjebbe Visser     issermulder@hetnet.nl 

14 Hans-Ulrich Stelter     stelter.rotary@online.de 

15  Heimo Heikkila     heimo.heikkila@nic.fi 

Zone Coordinator 

16  Jan Wrana     janwrana@architekci.pl 

17 William Bendall    john.bendall@talk21.com 

18  David Buckland    d.buckland@btinternet.com 

19 Maria de Marsiglia    mariadelcc@arnet.com.ar 

20 Franciso Schlabitz    chicosch@terra.com.br 

21 Jaime Ospina-Velasco    jospinave@hotmail.com 

22 (East) Joan Hayward    rhayward@sympatico.ca 

22 (West) Ross White    jrosswhite@shaw.ca 

23 Teresa Clark    hampcat@aol.com 

24 Helene Kalfuss    drhkalfuss@dc.rr.com 

25 Patricia Fiske     patricia@fiskes.us 

26 Roger Hayward   rhayward@sympatico.ca 

27 Catherine Smith    csmith@centralroofing.com 

28 John Young     jack1villa@aol.com 

29 Peggy George     peggygeorge@cox.net 

30 Betty Jo Dulaney    readdulaney@comcast.net 

31 Pamela Akins     pamakins@akinsmarketing.com 

32 Michael Rabasca    m.rabasca@comcast.net 

33 Michael Hood     rotary7710.glenn@embarqmail.com 

34  William MacDonald                    luckibill@aol.com  ��
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