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What is the link, beyond a superficial one, of attgga and good
fellowship, between rediscovering our lost alunmil éhe Rotary
Alumni Celebration in Birmingham in June 2009?

The link, of course, lies at the heart of the naissif The Rotary
Foundation, which states, inter alia, "...to adeaworld
understanding, goodwill, and peace...."

In each of the educational programs of TRF we amgnded of the essence of this
mission statement:

The program objectives for Ambassadorial Scholackides "...support (for) the overall
mission of The Rotary Foundation-to further inteior@al understanding and world
peace..."

We are told that the primary purpose for Grantd foiversity Teachers "...is to further
Make Dreams Real international understanding and friendship..."'gdote: Please see the article on page 3
of this newsletter.)

The Rotary Centers for International Studies andlimb resolution "...is a major
educational and peace priority of The Rotary Fotinda

Group Study Exchange is "... designed to develofepsional and leadership skills to
better prepare participants to address the nedtieiofcommunities and an
increasingly global workplace." ...page 2
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COMMENTS from THE GENERAL COORDINATOR (cont.)

As Rotarians we have fallen short of carrying this
admirable mission through to its logical conclusion
The mission, and our responsibility to draw our
Foundation program partners into our efforts, feenb
honored more in the breach than in the executton. |
was in an effort to correct this oversight that Ruary
Foundation Alumni Coordinators (RFACs) were
formed. This in turn grew out of the Foundation
Alumni Resource Group (FARG) of the late 90s. The
intention was that we would rediscover

our "lost assets" and that they in turn would fulfie
promise that brought them into the program in tret f
place and, in turn, would help us achieve our Rotar
goals.

This reuniting process has been slow, but has gioke
pace in the past few years, culminating in the
successful first Rotary Alumni Celebration heldaas
preconvention

event last year in Los Angeles. The second Rotary
Alumni Celebration in Birmingham has already eédit
over 400 registrants and is set to exceed the natbe
LA.

This success can be partly attributed to the value
gleaned by participants from last year's gathering,
and partly because of the interest engenderedeby th
focus that will be provided by our keynote speaker,
J.F. Rischard, himself a Foundation alumnus and
retired vice-president of the World Bank in Europe,
who will be discussing his book High Noon - 20
Global Problems, 20 Years to Solve Them. The idea
of this year's reunion is to come away, if not wiith
answers, at least with Rotary's vision intacttef i
brightest of minds giving due consideration to the
guestions.

This is an appeal to not only directly act, but to
vigorously disseminate this information to all alum
Please facilitate the spread of this informatiamfr
RFACs, to governors,

to district Foundation and district alumni chatrs,
club presidents, and to individual Rotarians. Rdeas
make all alumni, whether Rotarians or not, aware of
this not to be missed opportunity.

COMMENTS from ASSISTANT GENERAL COORDINATOR JEFFERYADORETTE

We have now entered into the
second half of our Rotary year.
Sometimes this can feel like a
slippery slope at the bottom of
which is the end of another
Rotary year. There can be a

encourage you to choose to
sprint to the finish line.

Many opportunities lie between now and June 30th.
Training is occurring all over the Rotary world.

Assistant governors, club presidents, district ézskip
teams, and club leadership teams are all beinggetzat
their respective events. What a wonderful oppotyutoi
get the word out about Rotary Foundation alumni and
what a resource they can be for our clubs anddistr
These training sessions can also be a prime oppgrtu
to engage Foundation alumni as speakers. The storie

they can share are compelling and can motivate
Rotarians and Rotary leaders to set higher goals an
seek better objectives for the new Rotary yeargtaats
July 1.

District conferences are about to occur in manyspair
the Rotary world. It is another great opportundy t

temptation to coast to the end. I utilize Foundation alumni as speakers, in breakout

sessions and simply as attendees. Why not plarayRo
Foundation alumni reception to occur at a district
conference? They will be able to interact with a
representative of the president of Rotary Inteomei,
district leaders, club leaders and club

Rotarians.

We have now entered the last half of our Rotary.yea
Choose the possibility of action. Sprint to thadimline.
Thank you for all that you do to move the Rotary
Foundation alumni initiative forward.
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AN ONGOING OPPORTUNITY! - Ignorance is a Menace teace (Paul Harris)

The following article was written by Dr. Deri Joy Ronis,
PhD:

They say that luck is being prepared for opportunity when
it comes. | believe that | was. Imagine my surprise when
| first learned that Rotary International provides grant
awards for University professors to teach abroad in
developing countries. | am grateful to my mentor, Betsy
Owen, who invited me to share the wonderful gift of my
experiences with Rotary thus far.

Having relocated to Sarasota, Florida after our return fromA former Galen senator speaks at the students’ intation
Belize, | had the honor of speaking at all nine Rotary

clubs in the area. In my role as a Professor and Goodwill My friendships with the people and students | worked
ambassador, | taught two courses; Conflict Resolution/  with in Belize continue to this day. | had a special
Peace Studies and Group Dynamics at Galen University irchance to revisit those connections with the invitation

San Ignacio, Belize from December 2006 until June, by the Sarasota Rotary Gateway Club after my talk at
2007. In addition, | provided training to local busiresss their meeting. The district convention was planned

in conflict resolution for corporations and non profit aboard a cruise ship returning to Belize this past May
organizations. | was also asked to serve as a Mediator  with the express intention of honoring the Gift of Life
between staff and students at the university, provide recipients, and the delivery of wheel chairs for needy

counseling for them as well and to assist my partner in a Belizeans.
film project he conducted with local high school students

at Sacred Heart College. What a great honor to share with other Rotarians the
amazing experience of those six months in Belize, even
| had always thought of Rotary as a local gathering of living amidst hardships. It is not only what we bring
business people to promote their business. Not true! an experience, but what we allow ourselves to receive.
When | learned of the scope of Rotary International’s Imagine our joy to connect with fellow Rotarians and

projects, | was awed. That amazement only increased  students a year later. They made us feel at home. It
with my participation at the United Nation’s Rotary Day  was also very moving to see the Gift of Life recipients,
in November of 2007. Imagine over a thousand people those children Rotary had sponsored for heart surgeries
from every corner of the globe; some who had served both in Sarasota and Tampa.

overseas as professors like myself, others in service
projects, and still others as students pursuing their
Master’'s degree in Peace Studies. It was heart warming
and a reaffirmation to interact with the people who were
just as grateful for their experiences overseas as | was.
Giving us all the chance to make a difference is one of the
unexpected rewards and a reason why it is a gift to be

invited to join Rotary. | am proud to say | was inducted = ——
into the Rotary Club of Sarasota Bay, Florida, (D. 6960) Dr. Deri speaks to fellow Rotarians on their way to
on August 12, 2008. Belize as part of D. 6960’s district conference

&% vV B a
Dr. Deri is reunited with two former students who

remain in contact with her.
Dr. Deri and some her students in the Conflict
Resolution Course at Galen University
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Ignorance is a Menace to Peace (cont.)

In a recent visit with friends in the Netherlandsia
then on to Iceland, | was invited to speak about my
experience as a Rotary University Professor atobne
the Rotary Club’s in Reykjavik. Thor Jonsson, a
visiting Rotarian to the Sarasota Bay club, suggbst

speak at his home club. He warmly welcomed ubéo t

northernmost capitol in the world.

Back home, Keith Millard, the new President-Elefct o
the Sarasota Rotary Bay Club, in anticipating nyre
with Rotary, asked me to share my personal visiwh a
goals. One is to facilitate ongoing seminars inflict
resolution at the Rotary Leadership Institute; bapts
serving in the public relations sector by informing
people about the Ambassadorial Scholars, Peace
Scholars and University Professor grants available.
Furthermore, in continuing my life long purpose of
fostering the United Nations’ theme for this degade
“Creating a Culture of Peace,” it would be a pegé

to serve again as a Rotary Professor at the Rotary
Universities for Peace. Doing so, my hope is &at¥
a continuous program providing a Chair for visiting
faculty to educate students worldwide in nonviolent
resolutions to conflict.

Paul Harris wrote, “The spirit of tolerance whicish
made it possible for Rotary to form a worldwide

fellowship of business professionals will make all
things possible...we have been singularly blessed...
in the friendship of thousands of people of many
nations and thus assure ourselves of the facttibat
concept of peace on earth and goodwill to all nsen i
not an idle dream but that peace is sure to

come.” (pgs. 270-271) My Road to Rotary

| am so grateful to have met Betsy and all therothe
people who have been instrumental in my wonderful
journey with Rotary thus far.

Editor’'s note: Congratulations to the Sarasota-are
Rotarians for sponsoring Dr. Deri and for
reconnecting with her upon her return. She is now
not only a Rotarian but also a member of the
Scholarship Committee of District 6960.
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ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU TO SPEAK

Those who choose to attend the Rotary World appointed Dean of St. Mary’s Cathedral in
Peace Symposium, a pre-convention event at theJohannesburg, the first black to hold that position
Birmingham International Convention, on From 1976 to 1978 he was Bishop of Lesotho, and
Junel9th, 2009 will have an historic opportunity tan 1978 became the first black General Secretary
hear one of the world’s most influential leaders. of the South African Council of Churches. Tutu is
Archbishop Desmond Tutu will be the featured an honorary doctor of a number of leading
speaker at this Rotary Foundation event. universities in the USA, Britain and Germany. He
was winner of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984.
Archbishop Tutu was born in Klerksdorp,
Transvaal in 1931.He was educated in There is more information about the Peace
Johannesburg and trained first as a teacher and vi&snposium on the Rotary International website.
ordained as a priest in 1960. In 1975 he was

Do you have stories about Alumni who have been iwead in newsworthy activities? Have
these activities been shaped by their experiensebeaing participants in the programs of
The Rotary Foundation?

If so, I'd really like to highlight them in this nesletter. Please e-mail me the stories in
Word and the photos as jpeg files. A picture rgatloes “say a thousand words”!



