
In this newsletter you will see 

individual articles on a variety 

of literacy projects.  I hope 

they help other clubs to take 

on similar projects or varia-

tions of them.  Sharing is 

what makes Rotary such a 

strong organization.  So 

please keep the stories com-

ing in, along with photo-

graphs. 

 

Key this month is for Zone 

Coordinators to get to their 

Area Coordinators brief plans 

and objectives for the Zone 

and Districts by August 30th.  

So it is key for clubs to pro-

vide plans and objectives 

through District Literacy 

Chairs to the Zone Coordina-

tors.  This process is probably 

the most difficult task for all 

of us at this point in the Ro-

tary year.  If we donôt plan 

then we will not be able to 

make our dreams real.  Gen-

eral Coordinator Richard 

Hattwick has to report to our 

new President what he ex-

pects to achieve in literacy 

across the Rotary world by  

 

early September. 

 

The first important date for us 

all in our planning for this 

year is Literacy Day, Septem-

ber 8th.  Please see the article 

on page 3 on this subject. 

Again this year one of the Literacy 

Resource Groupôs goals is to have all 

districts hold literacy seminars.  The 

four key objectives for these seminars 

are to: 

¶ Provide information about key 

programs such (a) instructional 

programs such as CALS, Teach 

Your Children Well, CLE, 

SOUNS, BrainWise (b) augmen-

tative programs such as The 

Imagination Library, Sandpar-

ents, Who is Nobody?, The Ap-

ple Dumpling Adventure, book 

projects; 

¶ Encourage all clubs to undertake 

a literacy project this Rotary 

year; 

¶ Allow discussion among 

club members to share 

ideas; and 

¶ Find out your districtsô key 

club contacts.  This could 

be the Vocational or  

         Literacy Chair. 

District 6900 Rotarians at last yearôs Dis-

trict Literacy Conference 

From the Desk of Roger Hayward ñNorth 

American  Area Coordinator  
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The following comes from Dr. 

J. Neil Adamson: 

The RC of Valenzuela, Philip-

pines has commenced training 

of teachers in the CLE meth-

odology and it will be intro-

duced into schools in this area 

of North Manila when school 

resumes. I have received a 

copy of their training program 

and it is excellent. It is also 

pleasing that we have excel-

lent teachers who are now able 

to train the teachers and this 

has enabled the spread of CLE 

in the Districts involved. The 

International partner for this 

project is D9650 Australia. 

 

The other exciting develop-

ment in  

D3800 Philippines is the organisa-

tion of an Adult CLE Project - the 

first of its kind in the Philippines. 

During my visit in May I was taken 

to an area where these people live in 

Manila and was shocked at the ab-

ject poverty - it has to be seen to be 

believed! I was later told that  

they saw Diana and me as bringing 

hope to their lives. The international 

partner for this project is a dis-

trict in Malaysia. 

 

Neil and Diana seeing first-

hand the plight of the people 

in Manila  

CLE is making a difference! 

Concentrated Language Encounter (CLE)  

and has a very low cost.  

 
The package containing the 

Literacy material for 10 per-

sons and the manual for the 

Instructor has a cost of 

$45.00 . 

 
The ñYo puedoò Method is a 

flexible program. Itôs adapt-

able according to each per-

sonôs needs. 

 
Itôs very effective. The aver-

age time for obtaining learning 

results is five months (working 

2 hours a week). 

 
90% of the method is self-taught 

and itôs based on motivation, be-

cause whatever the student ac-

complishes is the result of his 

own effort.  

 
This method is appropriate for 

Latin America and itôs giving 

excellent results in Mexico, espe-

cially in District 4160.  

The following comes from 

Rosa Maria Acevedo Bu-

chanan, District 4160: 

 
On April 19th, 2008 the 

Literacy Seminar of the 

4160 District (Mexico) 

took place, with the atten-

dance of 70 Rotary Mem-

bers and 10 of their wives.  

 
This Seminar was mainly 

about the Literacy Method 

ñYo  puedoò  (ñ I canò ) . 

Itôs a very simple method 

which can be easily used 

A Successful Literacy Conference in Mexico  
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The following is reprinted from the 

July issue of the newsletter to offer 

additional help to clubs as they con-

tinue to plan for this Rotary year: 

 

¶ July 2007ðMichael Maloney ac-

cepted position as literacy chair 

¶ August 2007ðformed literacy com-

mittee of The Rotary Club of Belle-

ville 

¶ August 2007ðpresented at 7070 

district literacy seminar in Oshawa 

¶ October 2007ðassisted in staffing 

literacy exhibit at 7070 District Con-

ference in Toronto 

¶ October 2007ðsent literacy material 

samples to district, zone and IR Lit-

eracy Resource Group leadership 

¶ October 2007ðarranged speaking 

engagement at Belleville Rotary for 

Vince Walter, IR Literacy Resource 

Group CALS special advisor 

¶ November 2007ðapplied for literacy 

exhibit booth at L.A. International 

convention in June, 2008 

¶ November 2007ðcreated new model 

for CALS project with partnership 

between Belleville Public Library, 

Hastings Social Services and Belle-

ville Rotary Club 

¶ January 2008ðlaunched public rela-

tions campaign for Rotary Reads liter-

acy project at Belleville Public Li-

brary.  60 of 100 invitees attended, 3 

radio interviews given, six newspaper 

articles published 

¶ February 2008ðlaunched CALS pilot 

project 

¶ March 2008ðcommittee continued to 

monitor and adjust CALS model in 

cooperation with Hastings Country 

Social Services and AutoSkill 

¶ Futureðto change the focus of liter-

acy activities within Rotary to teach-

ing people to read, not to augment the 

reading skills of those who can already 

read.  The real issue lies with those 

children and adults who do not have 

basic literacy skills. 

 

 

A Sample List of Planned Activities ñThe Rotary Club of Belleville 2007 - 08 

adults (nearly two-thirds of whom are 

women) do not know how to read or 

write and between 94 and 115 million 

children lack access to education. 

 

Canad, for example,  has problems: 

¶ Almost 1 in 2 Canadians, aged 

16 to 19, have difficulty with 

reading and writing tasks that 

are expected in our society; 

¶ In the most populated province, 

Ontario, approximately 1 in 5 

adults have serious difficulties 

with any practical materials; 

and 

¶ Another 1 in 4 adults can only 

do the simplest reading and 

writing tasks. 

 

All clubs are asked to recognize Inter-

national Literacy Day during the week 

of September 8th.  This is a good time 

to have a literacy program at your 

club, review the objectives for a club 

literacy plan for the new Rotary year, 

and review what the club has done in 

the past.  If this is not possible then a 

club could have a 2-minute Rotary Liter-

acy moment to highlight the need to ad-

dress the issue of illiteracy.  A key point 

in many literacy projects is the low cost 

compared to other club projects but the 

ones addressing the issue of illiteracy are 

ones that most, if not all, Rotarians can 

relate to 

 

The week of September 8th is also a 

good opportunity to invite potential part-

ners from your community to your club 

meeting, those with whom you already 

work or those with whom you could po-

tentially work with (IRAôs members, 

teachers, local literacy council, librari-

ans) to fulfill our goal of improving liter-

acy and education in our communities 

and in the world. 

 

If the clubs in your districts are at all 

interested in achieving a District Liter-

acy Award, donôt let them be disquali-

fied this early in the year by not cele-

bration September 8th in some way. 

On September 8th, 2008, the IRA 

(International Reading Association) 

will lead an observation of Interna-

tional Literacy Day in Washington 

D.C.  The theme of the D.C. event is 

ñReading Across the Continentsò 

which is a project uniting Washing-

ton, D.C. and Nigerian students 

through the sharing of two books:  

Copper Sun (a penetrating story of the 

slave trade) and Purple Hibiscus (a 

heartfelt story of growing up in Nige-

riaôs political tumult).   

 

The project unites Washingtonôs 

School Without Walls High School 

students with their counterparts in 

Abuja, Nigeria.  Students and teachers 

in both countries will share their 

thoughts on their own lives, convic-

tions, and insights. 

 

The real reason to observe Interna-

tional Literacy Day is to bring focus 

to the literacy needs of the world.  

More than 780 million of the worldôs 

IRAõs International Literacy DayñSeptember 8th, 2008  
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The following comes from District 

5160ôs Literacy Chair, John Ber-

nardin: 

 
Many projects conceived by Ro-

tary Clubs can be started and com-

pleted in a relatively short time.  

However, a project lasting a week 

or even a month is not comparable 

to the time required to make a dif-

ference in the level of literacy for 

an individual or  a community.  To 

make a difference in the level of 

literacy, a long term commitment 

is necessary.  Moreover, the daily 

time commitment that an effective 

literacy program usually requires is 

difficult to maintain. 

 
The Rotary Club of El Sobrante 

found one solution to this problem.  

They visited the AutoSkill literacy 

booth at the 2006 International 

Convention in Chicago that high-

lighted the Academy of Reading 

and the Academy of Math pro-

grams.   They realized that these 

programs would be valuable aids 

to help solve some of the literacy 

problems in their community.   

 
Since both of these programs are 

computer based, requiring a high 

speed internet connection, the club 

looked for organizations in their 

community that had already estab-

lished computer labs for their stu-

dents.  It was then easy to propose 

a beneficial solution for both or-

ganizations.   

 
The Rotary Club of El Sobrante 

proposed that the club would pro-

vide the literacy suite and would 

train the necessary staff to work 

with the students on these pro-

grams.  The cooperating organiza-

tion would gain a valuable addition 

to their program, allowing them to be 

a more attractive organization to their 

students and, by offering a broader 

program, allow them to apply for ad-

ditional grants to  support the literacy 

program as well as their other pro-

grams.  A Memorandum of Under-

standing signed by the Rotary Club 

and the cooperating organization de-

fines each groupôs understanding of 

their obligation to the other.  This so-

lution also gave the Rotary Club of El 

Sobrante the opportunity to identify 

young people in the community who 

would most benefit from access to 

these programs. 

 
El Sobrante Rotary partnered with the 

El Sobrante Boyôs and Girlôs Club, 

the YMCA and Opportunity West, an 

organization that concentrates its ef-

forts on ñat riskò students in the heart 

of Richmond.  Each of these organiza-

tions has a functioning computer lab 

and a cadre of after-school students.  

After training a Facilitator for each of 

the three locations, the students be-

gan.  It quickly became clear that the 

role of the Facilitator was crucial to 

continued student participation.  Stu-

dents obviously benefited from the 

support and recognition of their pro-

gress from the Facilitator.  The stu-

dents made greater progress when the 

Facilitators were present as the stu-

dents were working. 

 

A year later, the club has suffi-

cient data to feel confident of 

the progress that has been made.  

The average gain by a student 

after only 13 hours, working on 

either the Academy of Reading 

or the Academy of Math, was 

one grade level.   Some students 

gained as many as 4 grade levels 

in the same time working on the 

programs.  The program had 

sufficient students to feel confi-

dent of these conclusions for 

students in grades 1 through 6.  

More effort is being made to 

involve students in grades 7 

through 9, as well as students in 

grades 9 through 12, especially 

those struggling to pass the exit 

exam. 

 

 

Students hard at work using 

CALS as an effective of im-

proving reading and math 

scores 

Computer Assisted Learning Solution (CALS)  

Leveraging Literacy  
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The following is from Pam Akins, 

Zone 31 Literacy Coordinator: 

 
The Bridgewaters Rotary Club 

partnered with the elementary 

schools in Bridgewater, East 

Bridgewater, and West Bridge-

water to distribute dictionaries and 

thesauruses to each student in 

every third grade on Friday March 

28.    

 
The Burnell School in Bridgewater 

received 54 dictionaries, and that 

communityôs Mitchell Elementary 

School received 274 thesauruses 

for its fourth grade students.  

 
The Central School in East Bridge-

water received 274 dictionaries.  

The Rose L. Mac Donald School in 

West Bridgewater received 96 dic-

tionaries.   

 
The first year of this annual project 

offered as a special feature an es-

say contest based on the Four-Way 

Test of Rotary International.  Stu-

dents were asked what the Four-

Way Test meant to them in their 

lives. The Rotary Four-Way test of 

the things we think, say, and do 

states, ñIs it the truth?  Is it fair to 

all concerned?  Will it build good 

will and better friendships?  Will it 

be beneficial to all concerned?ò 
Prizes for the essay contest were 

sponsored by Good Days Restau-

rant in West Bridgewater, May-

flower Bank in Bridgewater, and 

Salon Esprit in East Bridgewater. 

 
ñThis is our clubôs literacy service 

project and just one of the many 

community service projects we un-

dertake each year for the benefit of 

residents and in particular the youth 

in our area,ò said Fran Jeffries, 

chairperson of the clubôs Diction-

ary Project. ñThis is such a wonder-

ful project.  It gives us an opportu-

nity to come into the schools and 

speak personally with the children and 

to explain who we are and what we 

doò, says Rotarian Jeffries.  ñWe ex-

plained to the students that Rotary is a 

worldwide organization of business 

and professional men and women that 

provides humanitarian service, en-

courages high ethical standards in all 

vocations, and is dedicated to building 

good will and peace throughout the 

world,ò continued Jeffries.  This pro-

ject is part of an international effort 

by Rotary to increase literacy around 

the world.  More information can be 

found at the website 

www.dictionaryproject.org. 

 
 

Bridgewaters Rotary Club Dictionary Project  

March 31, 2008  
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Teach Your Children Math Well ð a math software 

The Issue 

Literacy includes a working knowledge of math as well as 

the ability to read. The math portion of literacy is often 

referred to as numeracy skills. Learning basic computation 

skills is as necessary as learning phonics for reading.  At 

least a third of students fail to learn adequate math skills. 

Although they are intelligent, these students fell behind at 

some point and have never been able to catch up. 

Many students and their parents do not completely appre-

ciate the significance of not doing well in math. Some-

times they accept this lack of math skills as being 

somewhat hereditary, or as a function of some part of 

the brain, left versus right dominant, for example. 

They do not see it as a problem with a solution and 

therefore they accept it as their lot in life. 

For all intents and purposes, doing poorly in math in 

the elementary school years effectively slams the door 

on many future professional choices. ...page 6 

Rotarian Michael  
Maloney�³ D. 7070 
Creator of the program 
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ents to help their 
children to learn 
math well. 

http://www.dictionaryproject.org/

