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As Nancy and I were at the various 
training sessions and wondering at 
times, what we were in for we had no 
idea what a great year as District 
Governor it would be. We have met 
many new people from all walks of life 
and seen first hand Rotary’s motto, 
“Service Above Self,” being put in place. 
At times, it was hectic but at this point 
we are down to 4-5 events per week. 
During the year we have had a modest 
growth of 50-60 new members and 
continue to induct new members each 
week. We have chartered one new 
Rotary Club The Toronto Twilight Club,  
(Toronto East Rotary Club), one new 
Rotaract Club, The Richmond Hill 
Rotaract Club, (the Rotary Club of 
Richmond Hill), one new Interact Club 
,The Interact Club of McLaughlin 
Collegiate (Oshawa Parkwood Rotary 
Club), and one new Early Act Club, The 
Early Act Club of Dr. G. J. MacGillvary 
Public School, (Rotary Club of Courtice). 

We have three other Early Act Clubs 
that will start up in the Fall. The Three 
foci that I added to the District have all 
done well. RADAR the HIV/AIDS Com-
mittee continues to expand and 
provided a breakout session at the 
International Convention in Montreal. 
Thanks to the committee members and 
chair Joanne Ashley. Micro Credit held a 
successful conference last fall in Toronto 
attended by over 250 people from 
North America. Thanks to Gordon 
Crann for leading the charge on this 
initiative. Rotary at Work the pro-
gramme which helps people with 
disabilities get back in the workplace 
has been supported by clubs and the 
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario. Thanks 
to Mark Wafer and Joe Dale for promot-
ing this programme. The District 
Conference was a huge success provid-
ing information sessions and fellowship 
to Rotarians and non Rotarians. Thanks 
to the planning committee especially to 
the Rotary Club of Whitby Sunrise and 
most of all to a dynamic chair Linda 
Raney. The Rotaract Conference and the 
first Interact conferences were well 
received. Our Poker Aids Walk moved 
from a one club event in Belleville to a 
multi club event in Toronto. Congratula-
tions on a great job to all those involved 

in making this a success. The Founda-
tion Walk in Trenton organized by the 
Rotary Club of Quinte Sunrise was a 
well-attended event raising funds for 
Rotary. The RLI (Rotary Leadership 
Institute) was started this year under 
the guidance of PDG Nancy Gilbert and 
PDG Richard Clarke. Look for part two 
in the coming year. The enthusiasm of 
the Rotarians and their families has 
certainly added to our year. The many 
club activities involving youth ex-
change, the GSE and community and 
international projects make one proud 
to be a Rotarian. Thanks to the clubs 
that made us feel welcome as we 
visited. I would like to say a personal 
thank you to each Rotarian for the time, 
effort and the support given to
District 7070 this year. It has been a 
privilege to have had the opportunity 
to serve as you District Governor for 
2009-10.Nancy and I have memories 
that will last a lifetime. Continued 
success in your Rotary work.

DG Doug Byers

Governor’s

We are very grateful to everyone at 
the CN Tower for honouring Rotary 
and all of the humanitarian acts of 

kindness that are accomplished world-
wide by more than 725 Rotary Clubs 

with more than 27,000 members coast 
to coast in Canada. Special thanks to 

Peggy Boccia president of the Toronto 
Earlscourt Club for her endless efforts 
to get the CN Tower in Rotary Colours



District 7070 Group Study Ex-
change Team TRIP TO DISTRICT 
3260 - INDIA - APRIL 1 - 30 2010
 

Team Members – Rotary Club of 
Trenton’s Grant Southwell – The 
GSE Team Leader, team members 
Carl Mohan, Michael O’Leary and 
Sheena Seewald
.
WOW  what a trip. We landed in 
New Delhi on April 1st after an 
overnight flight from New New-
ark New Jersey, from Toronto on 
March 30th. We flew on to Raipur 
the next day via Kingfisher Airlines, 
and spent the next 30 days tour-
ing some 9 cities found in Rotary 
District 3260 in the states of Orissa 
and Madhya Pradesh.
 
Cities Visited - Raipur, Durg, Bhilai, 
Rourkela, Balasore, Puri, Sam-
balpur, and Bhubaneswar.
 
Temperature - the average tem-
perature during our trip was 
between 35 C to 47 C
 
During our tour of this part of 
India, we were treated royally by 
our hosts. The home hosting pro-
gram went well for the most part 
with Rotarians and their families 
welcoming us into their homes 
each night for a few days stay with 
lots of hospitality, lots of food, and 
lots of Rotary projects to see and 
vocational places to visit.

 
Highlights of our trip included 
a visit to the famous Barnawa-
para National Forest, a look at 
the ruins of Sirpur - the ancient 
city of wealth located on the 
trade route from China to Arabia, 
standing in awe at the KONARK 
Sun Temple near the City of Puri, 
which is another World Heritage 
Site in India, to a visit to the Bay 
of Bengal also near Puri, driving 
along the longest earthen dam in 
Asia - the Hirakud Dam, a visit to 
a Buddhist Pagoda at Dhauligiri 
and visits to many, many Rotary 
projects including a leper Colony, 
homes for orphans, schools for 
the disabled (blind, deaf etc), new 
sanitary facilities for poor areas of 
the State where these facilities are 
desperately needed, an on and on 
it goes in a never ending display of 
Indian hospitality and Rotary good 
works - all in an effort  to make our 
world a better place in which to 
live, work and play.
 
We ended our trip with a well 
deserved trip to Agra to see the 
Taj Mahal on the final Friday of 
our stay in India only to find out 
on arrival that the Taj was closed 
on Fridays and we should come 
back on another day to see it. We 
did see it from a distance, and the 
Team were not sorry we tried to fit 
it in.
 
Our trip to India was very worth-
while for all concerned. Our Ro-
tary hosts treated us royally. The 
weather was a balmy 40+C each 
and every day (what a change 
from the cold winter we had 
here in Canada) and the sites and 
sounds we witnessed were appre-
ciated by all, and served to re-con-

firm our love for Canada as well as 
our newly adopted land of India.
 
We made so many friends during 
our stay that it will be very difficult 
to properly host  them should 
they accept our invitation to visit 
Canada. We have invited them to 
come to see us and I truly hope 
that some will take up our invita-
tion to come to Canada soon. I 
have heard from 2 of them who 
will be attending the RI Interna-
tional Convention in Montreal in 
June, so we will bring them home 
with us after the Convention to 
show them some of the country 
that we spoke about during our 
presentations.
 
Carl Mohan has stayed behind 
to tour more of India and the Far 
East including Australia and new 
Zealand before he returns home 
this July. Sheena and Mike ac-
companied me home on May 1st 
to the waiting arms of our families 
in Toronto and what a sight when 
we stepped off the plane in our 
traditional Indian clothes (Sheena 
in her Sari) to a heat wave of only 
+12 C. It was + 42 C when we left 
India.
 
It truly was a “trip of a lifetime” - 
one we will never forget and one 
in which all of us have learned so 
much about our Indian neigh-
bours - this is a superior way to 
spread world peace and under-
standing. THANKS ROTARY.
 
Prepared by Team Leader Grant 
Southwell from the Rotary Club of 
Trenton 

GSE to India Reports 
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Four hundred thousand students 
educated on good oral hygiene habits 
over a ten year period. Brush-a-mania 
of Don Mills Rotary Club a great 
success. 

On Friday the 9th of April, Rotary club 
of Toronto Don Mills celebrated its 
tenth annual Brush-a-mania pro-
gramme. In this programme geared 
to educate young children on good 
oral hygiene practices, a qualified 
dentist demonstrates good oral 
hygiene habits to children in schools. 
This year one hundred schools in 
Ontario and thirty thousand students 
participated in this innovative of pro-
gramme of the Rotary Club of Toronto 
-  Don Mills bringing the ten year total 
to four hundred thousand students.

The main event was held at the 
George P. Mackie School in Toronto 
where Hon. Margarett Best, Minister 
of Health Promotion and MPP 
Scarborough - Guildwood was the 
guest of honour. 

District Governor Doug Byers and Dr. 
Ira Kirsten, president of the Ontario 
Dental Association participated in this 

event.  The school’s Athletic Council 
took a lead role in organizing the 
event with attractive displays of the 
Brush-a-mania posters and other 
promotional material.

Minister Best spoke to the young stu-
dents in her own inimitable way and 
advocated good oral hygiene habits 
by prompting them with the help of 
two tooth brushes. 

DG Byers was very effective in his 
appeal to the students to learn 
and to practice good habits from a 
young age. Also, he advocated to the 
students and the school principal 
Rotary’s “Earlyact”  programme.

Dr. Raffy Choulijan, a long term 
member of the Don Mills Rotary and 

its Co-President was the main innova-
tor of the programme and took a lead 
role this year as well in promoting this 
programme.

Don Mills Rotary had the support of 
a number of sponsors for this innova-
tive programme and the club has ac-
tive plans to promote the programme 
both nationally across Canada and 
internationally.
   				  
www.brushamania.ca

Club Service and Community Service 
Survey

Earlier this year, our district partici-
pated in a survey to outline needs 
and expectations for the District Club 
and Community Service Commit-
tees.  Some 54 respondents described 
some of the activities that they would 
like to see addressed by either these 
committees or others within the 
district.  Suggestions ranged from as-
sisting club boards with organization 
and RI communications, to creating 
partnerships between distinct clubs 
for multi club projects. 

The survey results have been re-
viewed and discussed by the District 
Advisory Committee.  DGE Ted Morri-
son plans to review the results further 
with the incoming District Advisory 
Committee.  He plans to use this infor-
mation to inform and direct some of 
the district leadership activities in the 
coming year.

If you would like a full summary of 
the survey, please contact Philippa 
Welch at Philippa.welch@earth-
link.net
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This spring at a special reception the 
Club recognized 3 community 
volunteers for their incredible 
contributions at home and abroad 
by presenting them with Paul Harris 
Fellows.
The three individuals recognized 
were: 
· Mary Thornton – head costumer 
for thirty years at Famous People 
Players, Toronto’s black-light theatre 
company
· Jack Wilson,  who founded the High 
Park Little League baseball program 
in 1952 and has been continuously 
involved ever since. and
· Kalyna Bezchlibnyk Butler; As a 
volunteer with the Children of 
Chernobyl from it’s inception, she 
has rounded up and sent millions 
of dollars of medical equipment and 
other supplies to Ukraine.

Support End Polio Swim
RC Parkdale-High Park
Paul Harris Community 

Recognition

J u n e  2 0 1 0  e d i t i o n 	D  i s t r i c t  7 0 7 0  G o v e r n o r ’ s  N e wsl   e t t e r

P ag  e  4 	

PDG Richard Clarke and Club President Sylvia 
Watson present Mary Thornton with a Paul Harris 
Recognition

Immediate Past President and MC for the evening 
RJ Petersen and Past President Scott Bartle

Thie Convery will swim across Lake Ontario 
to raise money for polio eradication.

Date:  August 6, and 7.
Starting Point: Niagara-on-the-lake Park
Ending Point: Marilyn Bell Park, Toronto, ON
Distanct:  52 km.
Follow us:  www. SwimtoEndPolio.
To donate please visit:  
www.SwimtoEndPolio.ca

Facts about Thie:

Date of Birth: July 24, 1966
Birthplace: Sudbury Ontario
Height:  5 ft. 5 inches
Weight: 152 lbs.

Rotary Club of Dundas, ON

The EarlyAct Club 
Dr. G. J. MacGillivray Public School, Courtice ON
A few months ago when asked, “What 
is EarlyAct?” I had this answer to give 
from the definition available on the 
internet.  EarlyAct is a school wide 
service club for elementary students 
from Grade 1 - 8.  It is sponsored by a 
local Rotary Club in the city in which 
the host school is located.   
If you were to ask me the same ques-
tion now I would tell you that, Early-
Act has become an opportunity for 
42 elementary students from Grades 
4 – 8, to come together and have an 
enormously positive effect on the 
lives of our fellow students, our com-
munity and the world.  I know this be-
cause on May 31 2010 my elementary 
school, Dr. G. J. MacGillivray Public 
School in Courtice, sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Courtice, chartered the 
first EarlyAct Club in District 7070.  

In just a few short months, with the 
help of our Rotary Club of Courtice 
Liaisons, seven very dedicated Staff 
Advisors and seven extremely 
excited Charter Executive members 
we launched an Earth Week initiative 
that allowed us to tackle bullying in 
our school, charity and waste reduc-
tion in our community and globally 
we supported our troops.  
We are learning that Service Above 
Self, lets us be responsible for 
developing good character.  Dr. G. 
J. MacGillivray P. S is a dual track 
French immersion school.  Like 
Rotary International brings coun-
tries together, EarlyAct has brought 
together MacGillivray’s junior/senior 
and French/English students working 
effectively as one group.

cont’d next page



On behalf of the EarlyAct Club of 
Dr. G. J. MacGillivray Public School 
in Courtice I would like to thank the 
Rotary Club of Courtice, the Interact 
Club of Clarington, Mr. Doug Byers, 
Mrs. Linda Ryder, Mr. David Houston, 
Mr. Dale Gibbons and our principal 
Mr. Jean Marchand for their support 
and encouragement.  We are very 
proud to be part of the Rotary fam-
ily and we are looking forward to a 
fantastic future!
Connor Visser
 2009/10 Charter President
Dr. G. J. MacGillivray P.S EarlyAct Club

On May 13th, 
The RC 
Courtice 
hosted the 1st 
Annual 
Clarington 
Youth and 
Community 
Leadership Dinner. 

This exciting new event was focused 
on inspiring youth to become an 
active part of their community and 
to recognize youth already involved 
in their school and community. 
Fifteen young citizens from across 
Clarington were recognized for their 
public service by the RC Courtice 
and Michael Clemons.  The dinner 
was focused at bringing together 
community leaders, service organi-
zations and other members of the 
community to mingle with our young 
people and to help inspire them to 

get involved in making their com-
munity a better place. The highlight 
of the evening was the motivational 
address delivered by Michael “Pinball” 
Clemons.  Clemons, who is known 
for his dynamic speaking style, was 
both entertaining and inspiring as 
he spoke about the importance of 
cultivating young leaders and how 
their role can impact the building of 
a community. 
The RC Courtice recently partnered 
with the Michael “Pinball” Clemons 
Foundation to build a school in the 
developing world, as part of the 
Foundation’s commitment to build 
131 schools for Free the Children, a 
charity that serves as a perfect illus-
tration of the impact young people 
can have on their community and 
the world. Founded by a 12-year old 
Craig Kielberger in 1995, Free the 
Children has tackled issues ranging 
from third world poverty to child 
labou, and built more than 500 
schools throughout the developing 
world.   With the help of the Rotary 
Club of Courtice and those in atten-
dance at the dinner, Pinball was pre-
sented with a cheque that will cover 
the construction of one of those 131 
schools he has pledged to build.
In addition to guest speaker 
Michael “Pinball” Clemons, guests 
were treated to Master of Ceremo-
nies, Dan O’Toole of TSN Sports, 
Jason Pottinger of the CFL Toronto 
Argonauts, Shawn Williams of the 
Rochester Knights National Lacrosse 
League and Andy Andreoff of the 
Oshawa Generals OHL Hockey Club.  
Youth award winners were seated at 
1 of 3 tables with Andreoff, Williams 
or Pottinger.  Michael “Pinball” 
Clemons also recorded an interview, 
from the Clarington Sports Hall of 
Fame for Sportszone Rogers TV-Dur-
ham Region which aired on Thursday 
May 27 2010.
The 15 students honoured at the 
event were; Angela Heagle, Kaitley 

Treen, Ryan Dus, Kelly Nelson, Spens-
er Visser, Sara Taylor, James Dalgarno, 
Connor Visser, Jessica Abraham, 
Leaha Woodbeck, Brian Marks, Matt 
Cowle, Eric Fegan, Warren Hiemstra 
and Grant Black. All of these young 
people were recognized because 
of their active role in community 
organizations, global and interna-
tional causes, student council or 
other school based clubs and teams.  

These students have all decided to 
give back to their community, while 
also maintaining honour roll grades 
at the same time. In keeping with our 
theme of Youth Excellence, the deli-
cious dinner was catered and served 
by the Culinary Arts Program of 
Clarington Central Secondary School 
in Bowmanville.  Guests at the dinner 
were impressed by the exceptional 
food and by the students that served 
with enthusiasm and a high level of 
professional excellence. 
Although the RC Courtice is a rela-
tively new Rotary Club in the area, 
it has a significant focus on work-
ing with youth in the community. 
In 2009, the Club sponsored the 
Interact Club of Clarington, a Rotary 
Youth service group for high school 
students aged 14-19 and the first 
community based club in the area. 
Building on this success, the club 
recently sponsored the EarlyAct Club 
of Dr. G. J. MacGillivray Public School 
in Courtice. The next big event is their 
annual organization of the Clarington 
Canada Day Fireworks Celebration.
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