
I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to all the readers of the 
Worldwide Literacy Newsletter 
at the beginning of this Rotary 
year.  The success each year of 
the newsletter is based upon the 
stories and pictures that you send 
in to the editor.  Your story may 
be the one that inspires another 
club or district to do a similar 
project.  And we do publish 
stories in languages other than 
English.  The e-mail address to 
use to submit stories and photos 
is rhayward@sympatico.ca   
 
The focus of the Literacy 
Resource Group around the 
Rotary world is part of three key 
initiatives developed many years 
ago, namely:  Water and 
Sanitation; Health and Hunger; 
and Literacy and Education.  
Rotary, through its Foundation 
and strategic plan, wants to move 
our work to supporting projects 
that are as sustainable as 
possible.  This requires us to 
consider all three key initiatives 
when we do projects.   
 
In the developed world our 
literacy projects most likely don’t 

have to address the issues of 
health/hunger and water/sanitation.  
In the developing nations, people 
need to improve their health, to 
have access to clean water and 
sanitation, and to learn how to read 
and write.  If all three of these 
concerns are not met, our efforts in 
literacy and education will not be 
productive nor sustainable.  
Clearly we must work on all of 
these issues at once; the 
importance of working with the 
other two resource groups (Health 
and Hunger, Water and Sanitation) 
becomes clear. 
 
In this new Rotary year President 
John Kenny wants Rotarians to 
continue to work on the key 
initiatives which include the 
Literacy and Educational focus.  
This allows us to build upon what 
has been done in the literacy area, 
continue with current programs, 
start new ones, and have all 
Rotarians understand the 
importance of literacy and 
education.  Our ultimate goal is to 
focus on the more difficult 
programs and initiatives that 
address those in the world who are 
totally illiterate.  These programs 

take much effort and planning on 
the part of Rotarians and can be 
effective if we form partnerships. 
 
During this Rotary year this 
newsletter will highlight 
programs that clearly address the 
illiteracy issue along with success 
stories from clubs and districts. 
 
In this issue, as part of the 
coverage of the Birmingham 
International Convention, I have 
highlighted a publication called 
“Rotary Reads” which gives a 
description of key literacy 
programs available to clubs 
which can be downloaded from 
the Zone 29 website at no cost. 
 
The Literacy Resource Group is 
always looking for further ideas 
from clubs and districts that can 
be shared throughout this Rotary 
year. 
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Suggested Goals for Clubs 
Celebrate International Literacy Day on 8 September 

· Celebrate Literacy Month in March 

· Conduct a dictionary project or other book 
project 

· Share information about its literacy activities 
with the District Literacy Chair or the District 
Governor 

· Earn a district literacy award 

· Conduct a Vocational Service literacy project 

 
Suggested Goals for Districts and Zones 

· Conduct a district literacy workshop or area  
 literacy workshop 

· Incorporate a literacy component into all 
district training functions, the district 
conference, and the Zone Institute 

· Encourage all clubs to earn the district 
literacy award 

· Encourage all clubs to earn the district 
literacy award 
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This year in the House of Friendship the Literacy Resource 
Group was able to organize several literacy booths together, 
allowing delegates to move freely from one to another.  In this 
way, the options for clubs to choose literacy projects and 
programs were easily accessible and visually prominent.   
 

Please see page 6 for the first of three reports from the 
U.K. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Andrew Schoup (The Apple Dumpling Gang) and  

Brenda Erickson (SOUNS) getting set up 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library was represented. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dick Hattwick, Literacy Resource Group General 
Coordinator, and Joan Hayward, Zone 22 East 

Literacy Coordinator, await the crowds. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And the interest builds... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And builds... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easy access—the secret of our success... 
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The following was submitted by Judith Casey, CCIRA Member and 
Garden of the Gods Rotary Club President, �����������������������������������������
With Content Shared by Jan Killick, Chair of the CCIRA Foreign 
Affiliate Committee and Lynn Stefano, Director of The Family 
Literacy Project in Kwa Zulu Natal: 
 
The International Reading Association (IRA) and Rotary 
International (RI) continue to seek ways to put the Memorandum of 
Understanding of 2008 into action.   This article will provide a 
description of a partnership among literacy teachers and leaders and 
Rotary Club members in Colorado and South Africa. 
 
The Colorado Council of IRA (CCIRA) has made a strong 
commitment to supporting literacy development in South Africa since 
its first trip to Cape Town and Johannesburg in 2004.  CCIRA’s 
Foreign Affiliate Committee has guided the planning for CCIRA’s 
efforts.  As stated by Jan Killick, Chair of the Foreign Affiliate 
Committee of CCIRA, “The committee is a small group, but the 
members have extended the mission and goodwill of CCIRA 
members across cultures, language groups, and generations.” 
 
For three years, CCIRA members have led trips to South Africa, and 
all participants have agreed that the experiences were profound.  
Again, as stated by Jan Killick in an article in The Colorado 
Communicator in 2008,  “Several of the participants were spurred 
into action as a result of experiencing and learning about the 
challenges South African teachers (and families) face as this country 
recovers from apartheid policies.“ 
 
“Spurring into action” started with our meeting several dedicated and 
energetic literacy leaders in South Africa.  One of the leaders we met 
and grew to respect and appreciate was Dr. Carole Bloch who guides 
an early literacy project at the University of Cape Town.  As stated by 
Jan Killick, “Dr. Carole Bloch and her work at PRAESA (Project for 
the Study of Alternative Education in South Africa) caught our 
attention. Not only does she develop young and promising teacher-
leaders among the black and colored populations, her scholarly 
endeavors include major studies on teaching young children to read 
and write.” 
 
“Carole has conducted extensive research on early literacy 
development in families’ ‘mother tongue’ before transitioning to 
English. Her passion for this work runs deep, and she has established 
a trust fund for the purpose of supporting PRAESA’s ‘Little Books 

for Little Hands’ project. This project involves local writers and 
artists in producing stories for young children. These stories are then 
published as small books for emergent and early readers. The set of 
sixteen, very small books have been translated into twenty-four 
languages spoken in sub-Sahara Africa. Not only does this project 
produce culturally-appropriate books in native languages, it actually 
supports the printing of books in languages that do not have a large 
commercial market.” 
 
In 2007, five Rotary Clubs in Colorado wrote a Rotary Matching 
Grant for a total of US $12,000 to provide the “Little Books for Little 
Hands” for The Family Literacy Project in KwaZulu Natal.  As stated 
in its mission, The Family Literacy Literacy Project “aims to 
strengthen the home environment as a learning environment by 
improving literacy skills of caregivers and their young children.” 
 
Facilitators travel to rural villages to bring books to children and their 
parents, and, according to Lynn Stefano, Director of the Family 
Literacy Project, who distributed the books provided by Rotary funds,  
“I spent time with the children at Ndodeni and Stepmore when I 
handed out the books on behalf of Rotary, and we had great fun. 
 
First I asked how they would look after their books, and answers 
ranged from washing hands, drying hands, not eating and reading at 
the same time, keeping them out of the reach of babies, reading after 
all their work was done, keeping the books in the little box, not letting 
the dog eat them, and not putting them in their own mouth or reading 
outside where it is very dusty. Let’s hope they put all their ideas into 
practice!  Then we took the books out of their boxes, and together 
counted them.  And then of course we sat down to read together.  The 
delight on their faces was something to behold.” 
 
For many of these children this was the first book they had received 
as a gift. I encouraged them to read one book every day, and they 
promised to keep them safe.   We have a lot of evidence that these 
books are being used regularly during home visits and by children 
and in families.”  
 
Both Rotary clubs in Colorado and the Colorado Council of IRA 
helped to make a difference in the lives of families by providing the 
“Little Books for Little Hands” for both parents and children in rural 
villages in South Africa. 
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This year there are three categories or awards available to clubs 
around the Rotary world: 

District Award 
Club must complete five literacy projects.  Projects that are the 
same but in different locations (e.g. books, dictionaries to 
schools) count as only one project. 
 
Zone Award 
Club must complete ten literacy projects, including the five 
required for the District Literacy Award, and  

· one project from the list of suggested activities on 
the other side of this brochure 

· either celebrate International Literacy Day    

(Sept. 8th) or celebrate Literacy Month in 
March 

· complete a book project (e.g. a dictionary 
project)  

Area Award 
Clubs and individuals are eligible for a literacy area award for 
outstanding leadership at the District or Zone level.  The 
literacy Area Coordinators will issue these awards.  
 
Other Awards from the General Coordinator 
The General Coordinator of the RILRG offers three additional 
club awards:  The Innovative Literacy Project Award; the 
Vocational Service Literacy Award; and The Four Avenues of 
Literacy Service Award.  Award applications must be 
submitted to the Area Coordinator or General Coordinator by 
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This list of suggested projects for clubs is arranged to focus on 
the Four Avenues of Service: 
 
Club Service 

· Recruit a new club member with a literacy 
classification 

· Promote International Literacy Day and/or 
Literacy Month. 

· Invite a literacy speaker to a club meeting  
· Devote a club meeting to creating awareness of 

literacy project opportunities 
· Conduct Rotary theme of the month projects 

creating awareness of the literacy aspects of theme 
of the month, e.g. in December, Family Literacy 

· Send club members to a district literacy seminar or 
conference and devote a subsequent club meeting 
to their report from the seminar. 

 
Vocational Service 

· Conduct a 4-Way Test project or make the test part 
of other projects such as book gifts or of other 
character literacy projects 

· Conduct a character literacy project such as Who 
Is Nobody, Laws of Life; BrainWise or gift of 
books such as Elmer and Andy’s Apple Dumpling 
Adventure. 

· Recognize a  community leader  who is a 
vocational service role model; use the occasion to 
create public awareness of Rotary’s vocational 
service values. 

· Sponsor (perhaps in partnership with an Interact 
club) a high school workshop which teaches 
vocational literacy as exemplified in Rotary’s Four
-Way Test, the second part of the Object of Rotary, 
and our two mottos. 

·  
International Service 

· Participate in an international book shipping 
project, a mini-library project, or school or family 
book or supplies or equipment project. 

· Participate in a literacy and education-focused 
international project that is connected to health, 
hunger, and water concerns. 

· Find an international partner  and support their 
proposed project.( Project Link can help you find a 
partner – Go to www.rotary.org). 

 
Community Service 

· Support a Concentrated Language Encounter or  
similar program (such as Yo Puedo) 

· Support a  Computer –Assisted Literacy Solution 
( CALS) or similar program. 

· Do an Imagination Library project  or other reading 
readiness program such as SOUNS, Books for 
Babies, and Sandparents ( to cite a few examples). 
Note that some programs are complementary ( e.g. 
Imagination Library and SOUNS). 

· Partner with the International Reading Association 
(or its equivalent in your community) on a literacy 
project. Use the Every School a Star tool kit. 

· Join or support a local project to raise funds for a 
school or other literacy organization. 

· Engage in a school partnership such as providing 
reading mentors, financial support, gifts-in- kind, 
scholarships or other needs identified by the school. 

 
For further information 
Learn more about the Literacy Resource Group online at 
www.rotary.org  Also, award certificates can be downloaded 
from the RI website. 
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September 8th, 2009 is International Literacy Day in 
conjunction with the International Reading Association 
(IRA).  One of the requirements for a Zone Literacy award is 
either to celebrate International Literacy Day or Rotary 
International’s Literacy Month in March, 2010.  Some 
suggestions for planning for International Literacy Day are as 
follows: 
 
During the week of September 8th 

 

Invite a guest speaker:  
· from a local literacy organization to 

address the club about its work in the 
community 

· from an elementary school to discuss 
successes and how the club can help 
enhance the work 

· from a local library to outline recent 
innovations in programming 

· from the district’s literacy committee or 
WCS committee to find out what other 
clubs are doing 

Use the meeting to: 
· Plan the club’s literacy activities and to 

enlist everyone’s help 
· Ensure there is club representation at 

the district literacy conference 
· Ensure the club works toward gaining 

recognition for the upcoming year’s 
literacy activities (district, zone, area 
awards) 

· Discuss how to partner with other 
organizations 

· Find ways of assessing the 
community’s needs 

 
Contact local media to: 

· Focus the community’s attention on the 
club’s literacy work: past, present, and 
future 

· Promote the value of volunteering and 
to solicit non-Rotarian help 
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All Zone Coordinators can expect to be asked to run 
one or more breakout sessions at your upcoming 
Institutes.  You may want to think about how you want 
to structure the event.  You are encouraged to make the 
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Go to Zone 29 website www.rizones29-30.org for: 
1. Past issues of the Worldwide Literacy Newsletters 

2. “Rotary Reads” 

 session participative so that institute members can exchange 
ideas.   
 
You should contact the Recorder for the session to make sure 
that key new contacts for projects can be shared with your 
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There were three participative Literacy Resource Group breakout 
sessions at the Birmingham Convention.  This issue reports on 
one of them and future issues will highlight the other two.  The 
reason for focusing on the one called “Rotary Reads’ is the help 
that this publication may give clubs in finding projects for this 
new Rotary year. 
 
Rotarians are very busy people and have limited time to look into 
new projects.  The Rotary Club of Belleville, Ontario, Canada 
found this out and over the last year has developed a booklet 
called “Rotary Reads”, giving background on the Literacy 
Resource Group and a helpful catalogue of literacy projects . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lots of interested was generated for Rotary Reads 
 
 
Delegates in Birmingham were presented with the rationale 
behind the publication, the way in which it is organized, and 
valuable information about projects that are up and running 
through Rotary clubs .  Three instructional programs were 
highlighted:  Computer Assisted Learning Solution (CALS); 
Concentrated Learning Encounter (CLE); and SOUNS.  Stories 
about these specific programs will be forthcoming in future 
Worldwide Literacy Newsletters. 
 
“Rotary Reads” is available to clubs and districts as a download 
by going to Rotary Zone 29 and clicking on Literacy which 
will lead you to “Rotary Reads” and allow you to download the 
document.  “Rotary Reads” will add major literacy projects as 
they become known.  To be included in the booklet a project 
should be done by several clubs in more than one district.  If a 
club would like to receive a hard copy of the booklet, please 
contact Michael Maloney of the Belleville Club at 
michael.maloney2@sympatico.ca  The cost  will be $30.00 
plus shipping. 

The Rotary Club of Kona, D. 5000, donated $1, 000 to a 
private foundation in White River, South Africa.  The 
funds were used to purchase books at a special sale 
price for gifted and achieving students 
at Hlau Hlau Primary School of Zwelitia, South Africa a 
poor, all black school.   This was the first book many 
students had ever owned.   
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General Coordinator:    Richard Hattwick       richardhattwick@bellsouth.net  
Assistant Coordinator:    #����
��������
��� � � � 
��������
��$%���
�����

         Area Coordinators 
 

Asia:        Saowalak Rattanavich      s_rattanavich@hotmail.com  
South Pacific, South Asia: &���'������ � � � � ��������$������������������
Africa, parts of Europe :    ���%
�	�(���� � � � � �����$)�������������*������
Europe       Pierre-Louis Doucet      pl.doucet@orange.fr 
Central, South America:    Rosa de Vazquez       acevedob@prodigy.net.mx 
North America (US, Can.) Roger Hayward        rhayward@sympatico.ca  

Zone  Coordinator 
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