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at that event, Rev. Desmond 
Tutu.  What a treat it will be 
to hear what he has to say 
as we work toward a more 
peaceful and humane world. 
 
On the back page I have 
included a reminder of 
these special events at the 
convention.  Last year’s 
first-ever alumni 
celebration was very well-
attended and we heard some 
wonderful stories about 
alumni and some excellent 
advice about how to 
reconnect with them.  I 
know that this year’s event 
will be just as inspiring and 
worthwhile. 
 
As the Alumni leadership 
changes on June 30th, I will 
make every effort to ensure 
a smooth transition from me 
to Gay Ratcliffe, next 
year’s Zone 24 (formerly 
22) East Alumni 
Coordinator.  Please see the 
April issue for biographical 
information about Gay.  I 
wish her well. 
 
In this, my last newsletter 
as the Zone 22 East Alumni 
Coordinator, I hope that the 
alumni issue remains on 
your list of priorities.  If we 
want to “Make Dreams 
Real” we need to 
understand that “The Future 
of Rotary is in Your 
Hands”! 

As this Rotary year comes 
to a close, I trust that all 
your efforts to reconnect 
with your districts’ alumni 
have been worthwhile.  
Whether it be to ask them 
to be guest speakers, to 
participate in interviews 
for outbound participants, 
to help in club and districts 
activities, or to contribute 
to The Rotary Foundation, 
they are a valuable source 
of advice and enthusiasm.  
Alumni have a wonderful 
ability to be positive and 
see possibilities while we 
who have been involved in 
Rotary for some time may 
see challenges and barriers 
to action. 
 
One such future alumni  (I 
know, a contradiction in 
terms!) I met at the Zone 
22 East joint GSE/Scholar 
orientation for outbound 
TRF participants last 
November in Toronto.  
Her name is Maira Perotto, 
an Ambassadorial Scholar 
from Brazil, who was a 
tremendous resource for 
our group.  She is “living 
the life” of a scholar and 
had so much to share with 
the other young adults at 
the orientation.  Her story 
is included in this 
newsletter.  My hope is 
that both her sending and 
receiving districts take an 
active role in keeping in 

contact with such a 
committed and enthusiastic 
young professional. 
 
I believe our best 
investment in our future 
alumni comes through an 
exciting, interactive, 
informative, and 
motivational orientation 
before the GSE teams and 
scholars embark on their 
adventures.  The presence 
of both Group Study 
Exchange teams (leaders 
and team members), and 
scholars  at such an 
orientation creates a 
synergy that is not really 
possible when each of the 
groups is trained separately.  
What better way for both 
groups of participants to see 
the bigger picture of Rotary 
and its Foundation than 
being together in 
enthusiasm and keenness. 
 
I hope to see many of you 
in Birmingham at the 
International Convention.  
It promises to offer an 
exciting program and a 
wonderful opportunity to 
see spectacular 
entertainment and beautiful 
countryside.  A highlight 
for us will be the Alumni 
Celebration and the Peace 
Symposium.   
I have included in this 
newsletter an interview 
with our very special guest 
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COMMENTS from ASSISTANT GENERAL COORDINATOR JEFFERY CADORETTE 

These comments were written for inclusion in an upcoming 
Rotary Foundation Alumni Coordinator Bulletin.  As you will 
see, the Assistant General Coordinator, Jeffery Cadorette, will 
assume the General Coordinator’s role on July 1st, 2009. 
 
   This will be the last Rotary 
   Foundation Alumni Coordinator 
   (RFAC) Bulletin for this Rotary 
   year. As has been the case for the 
   past 100+ years, Rotarians and 
   their leaders cycle out of one 
   service year and into another. 
   While our goals, missions and 
   values stay relatively intact, the 
   positions and responsibilities of 
   individual Rotarians may change. 
 
To those of you who have served your term as Rotary 
Foundation Alumni Coordinators and are moving on to other 
assignments, we express our deep and heartfelt gratitude for 
the work that you have done to further the cause of Rotary 
Foundation Alumni. Thank you so much. We are indebted to 
you for your hard work. It has been a distinct pleasure serving 
with you 
 
To those of you who are coming on board and joining us in 
the 2009-2010 Rotary year as RFAC’s….welcome. We look 

forward to working with you and to sharing ideas and 
strategies that will strengthen all of our efforts. More on our 
new team in a moment. 
A special thank you to our outgoing General Coordinator 
Rodney Mazinter from South Africa. Rodney has been a 
longstanding and integral part of the initiative to reconnect 
and stay connected with our Foundation Alumni. Indeed, his 
service dates back to our predecessor organization the 
Foundation Alumni Resource Group. Thank you Rodney, for 
your commitment and for your guidance. As the incoming 
General Coordinator, the thought of filling your shoes is 
daunting. Having said that, all of us in positions of leadership 
in Rotary stand on the shoulders of those who have gone 
before us. You have been a trusted friend and mentor. I will 
do my utmost to serve to the level and standard that you have 
set. 
 
Back to our 2009-2010 team. New Assistant General 
Coordinator Karen Wentz, myself, and the able staff in 
Evanston are busily preparing for our term of service together. 
While the world economy will present us all with challenges, 
it has the potential to give us a new vision of how to get things 
accomplished. We look forward to serving with you. 
 
Finally, for those of you who will be in England at the 
International Convention, please make it a point to say hello. 
Thanks for agreeing to serve on the 2009-2010 team.     

ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU TO SPEAK  

    Those who choose to attend 
    the Rotary World Peace  
    Symposium, a   
    preconvention event at the 
    Birmingham   
    International Convention, on 
    June19th, 2009 will have an 
    historic opportunity to hear 
    one of the world’s most  
    influential leaders.   
    Archbishop Desmond  
    Tutu will be the featured  
    speaker at this Rotary  
    Foundation event.  
 
Archbishop Tutu was born in Klerksdorp, Transvaal in 1931.He 
was educated in Johannesburg and trained first as a teacher and 
was ordained as a priest in 1960. In 1975 he was appointed Dean 
of St. Mary’s Cathedral in Johannesburg, the first black to hold 
that position. From 1976 to 1978 he was Bishop of Lesotho, and 
in 1978 became the first black General Secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches. Tutu is an honorary doctor of a 

The following interview has been excerpted from a recent 
article produced by Rotary International.  Read what 
Archbishop Tutu thinks about the keys to long-lasting peace 
and the role of The Rotary Foundation’s programs in that 
effort. 
 
The Rotarian: What role do you see for Rotary in clarifying 
how to live in peace? 
 
Tutu: They’ve got a wonderful tradition and history of being 
there for the vulnerable. That’s important, because our world 
is having to learn a very simple lesson: that actually we’re all 
family. Until we understand that, we are going to get into 
trouble. 
 
TR: Can development, then, be a tool for peace? 
 
Tutu: If people live in poverty, there’s no way the world is 
not going to be unstable. I mean, I really am stupid: Tell me, 
with this present economic hoo-ha – yesterday there was 
money, today the money disappeared 
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THE CONVERSATION CONTINUES... 

and then a government can produce US$700 billion [as a 
federal bailout] – where did this money go, and where does 
this new money come from? [The U.S. government] was 
saying to their own people, there isn’t enough money to beef 
up schools in poor areas, there’s not enough money to give 
every American access to health care. But God is saying, 
there is enough for everybody’s needs, there is not enough 
for everybody’s greed. 
 
TR: What can people who work in development do to sustain 
themselves and their objectives in this kind of environment? 
 
Tutu: Very few poor people want handouts. They want a 
hand up. We are seeing more and more people who are 
saying, “We are not bringing charity. We are in a 
partnership. We are family. We are trying to work with you, 
so that you can be part of the solution to pull yourselves out 
of poverty.” We speak about humanitarian work – actually, 
that’s a nice word, humanitarian. You are looking to help 
people recover their humanity, their dignity, the worth that is 
intrinsic to every human being. You are really working with 
God, who is saying, I gave you a world that’s not perfect, 
and quite deliberately, because I wanted you to be partners 
with me in perfecting it. 
 
TR: Rotary also has a long tradition of peace-building. 
Rotary Centers at eight leading universities train Rotary 
World Peace Fellows in the tools of conflict resolution and 
peace-building. How important is that kind of approach? 
 
Tutu: Anything we can do to help people become agents of 
conflict resolution is important. Let’s prevent conflict before 
it happens, train people to be sensitive to the signs and the 
symptoms of conflict. Also, we want to train people who can 
deal with the aftermath of conflict. Most conflict ends 
sometime, and then you have to deal with the awful 
consequences of it. 
 
TR: The UN states that nations have a “responsibility to 
protect” citizens of other nations at risk for ethnic cleansing 
and other crises causing large-scale loss of life. Why are 
nations so reluctant to intervene in other nations’ affairs in 
the midst of genocide and the cholera epidemic and the 
terrible inflation and the brutality that’s going on in places 
like Zimbabwe? 
 
Tutu: Many in the developing countries are very wary of 
neocolonialism. They are oversensitive, sometimes, that 
when these people come, seemingly caring about our plight, 
they want to put us under obligation. Maybe some leaders 
are not so secure in their positions and worry that if you 
allow a foot in their country, especially from the West, where 
is it going to stop? 
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TR: And in Darfur? 
 
Tutu: African countries form the bulk of UNAMID [UN-
African Union peacekeeping mission in Darfur]. There, 
part of the problem has been that countries that were 
supporting a more effective role for the UN have not put 
their money where their mouths are. They’ve not provided 
the United Nations with the resources to protect the most 
vulnerable. On the whole, African countries have done 
quite well in many ways… they’ve not done too badly. 
They’ve done badly vis-à-vis Zimbabwe. The people who 
suffer most, of course, are the most vulnerable, and it’s 
hell. 
 
TR: What needs to happen in Zimbabwe? 
 
Tutu: I have said, look, we have to invoke the rubric of 
“responsibility to protect.” If a government is unwilling or 
unable to protect its citizenry, then the international 
community must step in. And I have said, yes, maybe the 
African countries must have the UN come in. South Africa 
has disappointed many of us in some of the resolutions that 
we have supported or not supported in the [UN] Security 
Council. To think, we used to occupy the so-called moral 
high ground. And now you feel a little sad for a beautiful 
country with beautiful people. 
 
TR: What happened? Were expectations too high because 
of Nelson Mandela and the whole idea of the rainbow 
nation, and your own role? 
 
Tutu: Yes, I would say yes. And we also forgot that 
original sin actually is colorblind. [laughs] In the struggle, 
we quite rightly could boast that we were special. I mean, 
we had remarkable human beings who were totally 
selfless. People were prepared to be killed. And we 
imagined then that all of that idealism would be carried 
over to the post apartheid era. At least it shows that we are 
human. We probably didn’t realize what power can do. 
Absolute power corrupts. We grew it in arrogance – and 
the kind of arrogance that the Nats [National Party] had. 
TR: In those situations, you often have lingering hatred 
and anger. You are Mr. Reconciliation in South Africa, 
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“When I address a group, I get energized because people are wonderful.” 

and now as chair of the Elders, you are trying to reconcile 
issues all over the world. How do you get to that point of 
forgiveness? 
 
Tutu: By constantly reminding people of their own 
goodness – that we are all fundamentally good. Recently, 
we did a thing with the BBC called Facing the Truth, in 
Northern Ireland, and it’s quite amazing. You see the 
magnanimity of human beings faced with someone who 
committed some of the most gruesome things. And the 
people sit there together, and they are talking away. In one 
instance, a police officer had both hands blown off in an 
IRA [Irish Republican Army] attack on a police vehicle. 
The IRA man who was involved began speaking about his 
upbringing and all of the deprivations that he experienced 
as a Roman Catholic in Northern Ireland. And this guy, 
with his hands shot off, says, “You know, if I had had 
your upbringing, I think I would have done what you did.” 
It’s incredible. 
 
TR: So the key to reconciliation is to bring people 
together? 
 
Tutu: People often just want to be able to tell their story. 
We are not made for hatred. We learn how to hate. 
You’ve seen it with children of different races who are 
brought up together. They don’t know anything about race 
and discrimination until we adults infect them. 
 
TR: You talk all the time about ubuntu, a Zulu word. 
You’ve explained, “We believe that my humanity is 
caught up, bound up, inextricably, in yours. When I 
dehumanize you, I inexorably dehumanize myself.” 
That’s what you’re talking about now, isn’t it? Is ubuntu 
an appropriate philosophy for the modern world? 
 
Tutu: It is probably the best gift we can give to the world. 
It’s reminding us that we are meant for togetherness. I 
come into this world, and I’m a helpless lump. I don’t 
come fully formed. I have to learn how to speak as a 
human being. I have to learn how to think as a human 
being. I have to learn how to be human through other 
people. 
 
TR: But how do you get people to embrace that idea? 
 
Tutu: Sometimes, it’s amazing. People’s eyes light up 
when you mention it, because somewhere deep down, we 
are aware of it – we are aware of our being connected. 
When a disaster happens miles away from your country, 
you have a connection. Look at what happened after 9/11. 
The world poured out a deep, real sympathy for the 
United States (which, unfortunately, they squandered, but 
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let’s forget about that). Everywhere, people felt deeply 
for the United States. 
 
 
 
TR: How do you keep that connection going? 
 
Tutu: By remembering that if you think you’re going to 
prosper on your own, you are done for. This economic 
downturn may begin to make us realize that we can’t go 
on consuming so madly, so rapaciously, in one section 
of the world when another section doesn’t even have 
clean water to drink. We can’t go on in this kind of 
way, where we’re reckless in our consumption of 
resources.  There are many wonderful things about the 
United States, but one of the things I’m so sad about is 
the helpings they give in restaurants. And notice how 
many plates go back still full, and the food is going to 
be dumped. 
 
TR: What inspires you? What makes you tick? 
 
Tutu: People. People pray for me. People uphold me. I 
can be very exhausted, but when I address a group, I get 
energized because people are wonderful. 
 
Let’s do all we can to reconnect with The Rotary 
Foundation’s programs alumni and to encourage them 
to join their fellow alumni in Birmingham this June.   
They can continue to shrink the world and bring 
wonderful people together. 



Meet Maira Perotto, Inbound Ambassadorial Scholar, D. 7070 Toronto, Canada 

Hello! My name is Maíra Botelho Perotto and I am a 2008-
2009 Ambassadorial scholar pursuing graduate studies in 
Public Health Nutrition at the University of Toronto. It is my 
greatest pleasure to share a little bit about what my 
experience with Rotary has been so far and my absolute 
conviction of why this scholarship program is an opportunity 
unlike any other for the development of active and engaged 
community leaders that will continue to fulfill Rotary’s 
mission. 
 
I first learned about Rotary’s scholarship program two years 
ago through friends from Curitiba, a city with a population of 
approximately 2 million people located in the south of 
Brazil. At that time, I was a professional working with public 
health nutrition in primary care, and I also had previous 
experience in community nutrition and in school nutrition.  
 
In the initial stage of my researching about the program and 
its objectives, I immediately realized that I was not applying 
for a conventional scholarship. I was very encouraged to find 
that nutrition had been selected as one of the priority study 
fields which addressed the humanitarian needs of the world. 
This meant that the scholarship would be an opportunity for 
me to acquire the knowledge and develop the skills that 
would help me to become a more qualified professional and 
at the same time to position myself as a leader in my 
community. This sounded exactly like what I had always 
hoped I could do, and where I would want nutrition to be.  
 
As I continued my research, I was very inspired to learn 
about Rotary’s continuous commitment to and investment in 
future generations. The scholarship program was founded in 
1947 and has since been awarded to an estimated 38,000 
individuals. Both the duration of the program and the total 
number of scholars that have participated in it are one part of 
its success. Another one of its very impressive aspects is its 
multiplicative effects for the people that have benefited from 
its results in areas such as health, literacy, international 
understanding and goodwill, poverty and hunger, and 
environmental awareness all over the world. 
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 By learning these facts and figures, I was also able to 
perceive the role of the two friends who had invited me to 
apply for the scholarship and who later introduced me to 
their fellow Rotary club members and the district board of 
scholars. Together, these were just some of the 
extraordinary people responsible for making this program 
a tradition of excellence.  
 
Because I had no previous familiarity or connection to 
Rotary, I realized at that moment that by becoming an 
Ambassadorial scholar, I would be fulfilling deep personal 
and professional aspirations that I had nurtured for a long 
time, and I would also become engaged in a network of 1.2 
million individuals who devoted their time, energy, and 
resources to fulfilling Rotary’s mission of substantially 
contributing to a better world. “Make Dreams Real”, the 
theme that had been selected for 2008, was certainly an 
appropriate one. 
  
As part of the preparation process for my scholarship 
experience, I had a chance to meet a very energetic and 
dedicated group of new and former scholars from my 
country during our orientation seminar. The organizers of 
the event made every effort to welcome us with great 
enthusiasm and warmth. That was a very special moment 
for me and I will never forget the support they offered. In 
my understanding, by establishing and maintaining our 
connection with Rotary, we will continue to make dreams 
real for many more scholars, communities and the world, 
long beyond the end of my study period.  Indeed, I am 
seriously considering becoming a Rotarian in order to 
more fully maintain that connection. 
 
According to Albert Schweitzer, a renowned humanitarian 
and Nobel Peace Prize recipient, “the only ones who will 
be really happy are those who have sought and found how 
to serve.” This is an invaluable lesson that Rotarians have 
enabled me to understand and experience in an extremely 
meaningful way. 

Maira (far left) and outbound scholars at the orientation in Brazil Maira at the District 7070 Water Conference 
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