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As this Rotary year continues to march on, it is
amazing what Rotary clubs have reported in the las
two months about the projects that they have eithe
done or about to undertake. | think that literaoyl
education projects form a lot of the community work
that clubs are involved in.

At the Rotary Day at the United Nations in New

York we heard that there are over 900 million peopl Please remember to celebrate Literacy Month in

in the world, many under the age of 15 and female March by devoting a program to the work of

who are unable to read or write. There is no guiest literacy and education. Below you will find an

that the work of Rotary is making a difference. article by our General Coordinator for Literacy,
Rickard Hattwick, who also reminds you about

But of course we must keep doing it. Africa, the Literacy Month in March.

poorest continent, requires most of our attentioth a

the ad hoc Reach Out to Africa (ROTA) committee AlSO keep sending in your stories. In this way

encourages all clubs to consider projects in theyma Others learn about what you are doing and perhaps

countries in Africa, hopefully in partnership with g€t new ideas.

other NGOs.

By now every club president in the world shouldédédeen made aware of the fact that Rotary
International’s theme for the month of March is ERACY. Many of you already have plans in place.
Others are still making their plans. As you makaryglans, or as you review your plans, please itatie
account the following information:

This year the RI Literacy Resource Group encouragesy club to achieve one or more of the followfivg
goals for LITERACY MONTH:

1. Conduct a PUBLIC IMAGE activity related to Rota literacy work

2. Conduct a LITERACY SERVICE PROJECT (a commustiyvice, vocational service or world
community service project such as delivering bamkdictionaries ,recognizing literacy leaders ia th
community, sponsoring a major Four-Way Test projexiding to students in their classrooms, etc.)

3. Conduct an activity to MAKE CLUB MEMBERS AWARE the service projects and public image
activities which the club does or could be doimgluding what other clubs are doing.

4. Complete the requirements to earn the DISTRICEERACY AWARD for the club.

5. Ask a club member to develop a simple reporgssting future directions for the club’s literacpnk.
Then present the full report to the club’s boardioéctors and present a short summary to theeentir
membership at the end of LITERACY MONTH.

RESOURCES
www.rotary.org/literacy
www.rizones30-31.net Look in the Downloads section and the Newslettesection.
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In 2002, with the intent of serving the communitie Rotary Secondly, the Rotary Club of Jhang undertook ¢&léaadult
Club of Jhang Saddar focused itself on literacgubvey of literacy as well which required much more motivatand
‘Sarwar Colony’, a community of very meager meawas carried dedication from us. Literacy Centers were setrugifferent
out. It is located right opposite to the ‘Shakaijgamgar Mills’ locations of Jhang so as to provide a minimum etitut#o

which made things easy for us as a good numbeuroinembers  people of all ages who previously had had no edtutat
are a part of this industrial setup.

The Club came across an abbreviated syllabus, n@adé
This area comprises 180 homes with a populatidril88 three books in Urdu (Pakistan’s national language) one
residents, out of which 596 were male and 542 esreles. Our book of simple math. Salaried teachers were tcaioe
survey indicated that only 12% of males and 8%eafdles were  acquaint them with the syllabus. The course dunataf
literate. three months with 1.5 to 2 hours of daily clas#¢ghe

completion of a course, an illiterate person isatag of

To address this important issue of the community, Rotary readmg a newspapetr, Wr|t|ng. simple sentences and

Club of Jhang set up a Literacy Committee. It plasined to maintaining a simple domestic account.

tackle the literacy issue in two ways.

The first Adult’s Literacy Center for males beganif" June
2002. Twenty-five males were enrolled for the thneenth
course but only eleven successfully completed yhatsus.
The obvious reason was that the males were mormeooed
about their daily earnings rather than pursingdity.

Firstly, a permanent primary school, Rotary EdwratCenter Dar
-ul-Ehsan at Sarwar Colony was set up to give édecation to
the children up to class 5. The residents in¢bi®munity are
only just surviving. Even very young children weverking. The
boys, dirty and raggedly clad, were mostly garlygigkers; they
picked up waste paper, bottles and tin cans to a#ittte, and In turn, and being aware of the fact that if youeate a

even the girls did domestic jobs here and there. female you educate the whole family, we turnedaitentions
towards female literacy. The first female Literd@gnter was
inaugurated on the"@September 2002. We had students

In such circumstances, it was very difficult to g&trted, but with > X ,
ranging from 16 to 60 years with no education.

patience and our continued commitment, we were tabdaroll
75 students initially. The first class took plarethe & Sept
2002 and thus in a very befitting manner the Ro@lgb of Jhang Female Literacy was an immediate success and shiése
commemorated International Literacy Day. have been very encouraging. The pass rate istanraing 92
to 94 %. To date, 2296 females have participaiatpf
which 2037 have been successful. The sensatione¢ss has
created such momentum that it is an unending psdoesis
now, and there will be quite a few more Literacyntes by
the time this appears in the Worldwide Literacy Nkitter.

At present 160 students are being taught in clabse$. Girls
and boys both are enrolled in class 1 only and igud® years of
tutorials strictly in accordance with the syllatagt up by the
Pakistan’s Education Board. The program requirasttie
students undertake the Middle Education Examinatsst up by
Pakistan’s Education and Examinations Department. The Literacy Project is wholly indigenous to Rot&tyb of
Jhang Sadar and is totally financed by the clubediess to

We had our first successes in 2007 and up to 2088 a total of say, we are extremely proud of the literacy workase doing.

60 students have graduated from the Dar-ul-EhsamalPy School
and are now pursuing higher education. The gtémlusate
would have been higher if it were not for the extespoverty.
Parents frequently took their children out of thhegypam because
they needed the youngsters to help support thdiésmi
AT ey AT .t."
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The following article outlines a project by The Rigt Club of
Collingwood South Georgian Bay (D. 7010) in parsiép
with District 3860 in the Philippines

Who We Are

The Back to School project recognizes that eveilg dounts
and that every child should have the opportunitijvie, love,
learn and laugh. “Back to School” currently proxadbe
opportunity for street children of the Philippineshrough
education and mentoring — to live free of poverty.

The project is administered and operated by destlicat
Rotarians in Canada and the Philippines. Fortiees
children of Cebu in the Philippines a donation$85.00 starts
a transformation from a life of desperation tofe &f hope by
providing them with an education and an awarenétsear
rights. Such a donation and love for a child livinghe slums
of Cebu will help to alleviate his or her expostoghysical
and sexual abuse, drugs, diseases and exploitatioriminal
syndicates.

Mentorship Makes it Work

A unique aspect and a big factor in the succesBaxk to
School” is the special mentor relationship estaielisbetween
Cebu Rotarians, the children, and their familidse Thentors
work very hard to help the families understandithgortance
of sending their children to school. Their locablwtedge and
understanding of what will motivate the pupils taysin school
is a crucial factor in the success of “Back to Sdho

At present the Rotarians in Cebu are working oncagessful
pilot program with approximately sixty children.

Mentors Experience A Growing Association Between
Sponsor and Pupil

The contact between mentor and sponsor can be an
international friendship as they share a commaerést in the
well being of the pupil. The pupil will be askedwwite to his
sponsor, but only through the mentor and via Rotéfg will
protect the privacy of the sponsor at all timegaBé note that
anyone can be a sponsor and membership in Rotaot &
requirement.

The pupil’'s self esteem gets a big boost when they
understand that their mentor, a Rotarian, careataibim or
her and also that a person in another part of the

world does as well.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

BY MAIL:

Back to School Project
115 First Street,

Suite 460
Collingwood, Ontario
Canada L9Y 4W3

BY E-MAIL: back.to.school@sympatico.ca

WEBSITE: www.backtoschoolproject.org

BY PHONE OR FAX:

John Van Laar, P.D.G. 2003/04
Member RC Collingwood
South Georgian Bay (D.7010)
Phone: (519) 599-6766

Fax: (519) 599-7078




Rotary Club spendiert Grundschulern Blucher

"Spal’ im Zirkus Tamtini" wird die Klasse 3c der Rgims-Grundschule haben. Das
gleichnamige Kinderbuch tbergaben Wolfgang Fiett ldermann Honerbom vom
Rotary Club Borken gestern Vormittag an die Jungash Madchen. Mit ihrem
"Projekt LLLL" (Lesen lernen - leben lernen) wolldie Rotarier bei den Zweit- und
Drittklasslern Freude am Lesen wecken. "Denn wagrikann”, erklarte

Honerbom seinen jungen Zuhdrern, "versteht mehrdesnVelt." Um langfristig

die Bildungschancen der Kinder zu erhéhen, halendie Borkener Rotarier der
Initiative anderer deutscher Clubs angeschlossardeh acht Grundschulen der
Stadt erhalten insgesamt 20 Klassen mit rund 48@I8dnnen und Schilern das
Buch. Die Lehrer erhalten dazu, ebenfalls koste@dwsHandbuch mit
Unterrichtsmaterial. Als Dankeschdn sangen die BarsiSchiler den Rotary-
Gasten ein nettes Lied. Auch Schulleiter Gert Halkaund Klassenlehrerin Sabine
Stach-Partzsch begruf3ten die Initiative.

Literacy Resource Group Reaches Out to Next Yearkeaders

For the first time at an International Assembly vehall  Since the International Assembly is held in Zone 2@r
534 incoming Governors converge to be trained, asdo RILRG Coordinator from Zone 26, Helene Kalfuss, was
of Friendship was available to relax and unwinddar there to “man” it and greet the DGEs who took adxge
hour just before dinner. The RILRG took advantafie of all the handouts provided. Hopefully, many afuy
this hour to provide a Literacy Booth so that dlittee || have the benefit of the handouts provided hg t
Governors could take valuable Literacy program| RG. If not, they will be available at the RI
information with them back to their respective B&s.  ~onvention in Montreal this June where we hope é@tm
and greet all of you!
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This was sent in by Mac Leask, Zone 32 Literacyr@mmtor, and is an example of a literacy commitigenda used by the

literacy committee of The Rotary Club of Littletdbistrict 7850:

Meeting - 1:30 PM
We will review the status of the following literapyojects and discuss means of future communicstion
1. International Literacy Day project — completgdAvank Benham.
2. Mindflight scholarships — completed by Enrichmeommittee
3. Polio Plus Essay Contest — Gail Clark (Rosiel@hg - in process
4

Lakeway Elementary (Traci Howard)

a) Reading retention Book buddies -

b). “I Like me books” — Phil LaPlante

o

Speech contest - Gary Lindsley

o

7. Caring Tree books -
Potential projects

Operation Military Kid Project — Kathy Jablonski

a) Hospital “Born to Read” & Wellness books akk Benham(Ann Connor)
b) Follow up with Community College ESL assistane Frank Benham

c) International Grant — Carmen Menard

d) CALS - Veronica Francis

8. Networking

9. Sponsorships

10. Confirm future committee meetings
11. Other business
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The following is a sampling of reports from ZoneB2ih
Brazil and was sent in by Betsy Owen, Zone 34 bitgr
Coordinator:

1. Rotary Club of Sao Tiago — Recognized 4 loc¢atdicy
leaders on International Literacy Day ( Septemt3gr 8

2. Rotary Club of Contagem — Devoted meeting qift SES"
to a recognition of two persons who brought thé&C
program to the community.

3. Governor of District 4750 ( Luiz Spitz) — Orckaof his
Official Visits Governor Luiz presents recogniticiesyouth
who stand out in terms of ethics and moral valués.
recognitions are presented at assemblies in theofchn the
presence of all of the other students. Then, iretreing,
the winners and their families are recognized asgtime
at a meeting of the host Rotary club.

4. District 4750 — The district plans to hold 2réears
covering the theme of “Ethics and Moral Values."e0nill
be held in the capitol city and the other at a sabbwn
school in the interior.

5. District 4750 — Several clubs in this distspbnsor adult
literacy project for workers of specific companiBsmost
cases the teachers are Rotarians.

6. Rotary Club of Campos Goytacazes-Planicie -nSp®
an adult literacy project for illiterate employesfsa local
waste disposal company.

7. Rotary Club of Alem Paraiba-Portal de Minas —
Recognized a local educator ( Also a member otlhie).

8. Rotary Club of Lavras- Recognized a local viocetl role
model to promote International Literacy Day. Also
encourages middle school students to study chenastt
physics by offering a prize named after a famouallo
educator who was also a Rotarian.

9. Rotary Club of Buerarema — Recognizes teachers,
students and professionals every October.

10.Rotary Club of Taguatinga-Sul — Is looking focal
literacy champions to recognize and publicize.

11.Rotary Club of Formosa Centro — Recognized alloc
professor of special needs.

12.Rotary Club of Sete Lagoes — Once a month thie cl
recognizes a local vocational role model. Vocationa
classifications which have been recognized sonfdude a
teacher, a plumber and a restaurant waiter.
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November 7, 2009 was the annual day for Rotarlgeatunited Nations in New York City, USA. There weabout
850 people in attendance, including President &@my and President-Elect Ray Klinginsmith. Thisty
countries had at least one Rotarian at the evengakith many other people representing other NGOs.

RI President John Kenny started the day by giving\gerview of Rotary’s continuing focus on poli@edication

plus continuing efforts in literacy and educatiaater and sanitation, and health and hunger. Quhia day various
speakers addressed both the Rotary focus on thitiaéives and efforts by other NGOs. Many of Hpeakers
talked about true sustainability and the differebetveen aid to a country and leaving a legacyithaistainable
after the project is complete. Sustainability rieggiplanning with the receiving country or comniyr@ind certainly
participation from the recipients. Rotary and otR&Os support the concept of the three fundaméamitatives of
Rotary. The U.N. millennium declaration clearlsfinto these three fundamentals for helping desietpcountries.
Failure to address all three fundamentals overiagef time can lead to failure and lack of susadility.

Regarding the literacy and education presentati©asyl Stern, President and CEO of the U.S. FuntfICEF,
clearly supported Rotary’s understanding of litgrand education issues around the world. Shedsth#t there are
over 900 million children under the age of fiftegho cannot read or write. The North American Regloea
Coordinator for Literacy, Roger Hayward, gave aargiew of what Rotary is doing in the area of ktey and
education, including examples of our two largesgpams and methodologies for addressing the issilléevacy
around the world—namely CLE and CALS. Roger addketd about the work that he has participated ihanzania
over the last four winters, along with Moshi Roaéss and those from the Toronto, Canada area. ddedacussed
the weaknesses of addressing sustainability ifitdracy and education projects and how this pastidry the team
addressed the issue by using a local facilitattrelp plan any future projects with a focus onltwal Tanzanian
people’s needs and goals.

PRID and RI Alternate Rep to the UN Bob Coultas,
Caryl Stern, President and CEO of US Fund for UNICHE-,
and Roger Hayward, NAR Area Literacy Coordinator



General Coordinator:  Richard Hattwick richardhattwick @bellsourtet
Assistant Coordinator:

Area Coordinators

Asia: Saowalak Rattanavich s_rattarf@@ibotmail.com
South Pacific, South Asia:
Africa, parts of Europe :

Europe Pierre-Louis Doucet in memorium

Central, South America: Rosa Maria Acevedo dequiaz acevedob@prodigy.net.mx

North America (US, Can.) Roger Hayward rhayd@ sympatico.ca
Zone Coordinator Zone Coordinator
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